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INTEODUCTIOK 

THE Conference of the International Lessons Com- 
mittee, which concluded a three days' session in 
London on the 21st of June 1907, was of exceptional 
interest and importance. No such assembly of 
the American and British members has been held 
before during the entire history of the International 
federation, and it is unlikely that another will 
be held covering the same ground with equal 
frankness and thoroughness of discussion. The 
Conference was the logical outcome of and sequel 
to the important conference held last November 
in London under the aegis of the Sunday School 
Union, the addresses and proceedings of which are 
given in the volume Bible Teaching ly Modern 
Methods* And it is striking evidence of the 
enthusiasm for the Sunday School felt by the 
American workers, that not less than 750 was 
raised to bring eight members of the American 
Committee to the Conference. Taken together, 
the Conferences yielded results which can be 
termed, with strict accuracy, "epoch-making." 
Among the chief things attained must be ranked 

* Published by Andrew Melrose, 16 Pilgrim Street, London. 

Price 3s. 6d. net. 



2 INTRODUCTION 

first, the decision to make the International Lessons 
cover the whole range of the Sunday School. For 
some years there has been a tendency, in the name 
of Uniformity, to cut off the Primary and Senior 
departments from International leadership, and to 
abandon them to such guidance as individual or 
denominational interests might offer. It has been 
perceived at length that the principle of Uniformity 
requires an evolutionary adaptation to changing 
needs. To exclude any portion of the School from 
the advantages of International direction and 
counsel is to shirk responsibility and to limit the 
basal idea of a Uniform Lesson for the entire 
School. The decision reached by the Conference 
means that the studies of the School in all its 
departments will ultimately be guided by the 
International Lessons Committee, and that the 
Courses prepared will be moulded by the laws of 
the child mind and adapted to the interests and 
claims of the main periods of child development. 
This principle will make the International Lessons 
system educationally sound. 

In the second place, while the Committee was 
at one in the conviction that the problems and 
controversies of Biblical criticism have no place 
in the Sunday School, it was also unanimous in 
affirming that the courses of Lessons prescribed 
should be planned in the light of modern Biblical 
knowledge. The revelation of God's will has been 
given to us as a process in history; and it is 
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essential that the Sunday School should recognise 
this by consecutive study which will bring out 
clearly the meaning of the Poetical and Prophetical 
books of the Old Testament, and of the Epistles 
of the New Testament. In practice this requires 
that the first draft of each cycle of lessons should 
be prepared by Biblical scholars who to faith and 
love have added the specialised knowledge of the 
history of the Book to be taught. This will make 
the International Lessons system a serious factor in 
the Bible teaching of the young, and a defence 
against the modern attacks upon the inspiration 
and authority of Holy Scripture. 

Next, all this is to be done in subordination to 
the evangelical and practical aims of the Sunday 
School. It was abundantly evident throughout 
the Conference that the members were men of 
evangelical faith, and in actual touch with the 
possibilities of the average school and teacher. 
They are not likely to be led into a dream-world 
where children are theologians and teachers are 
learned professors. So far from the changes ad- 
vocated making Sunday School instruction less 
human, more difficult, and less fruitful, they will 
make it more living, and fuller of interest for 
teachers and taught. All teaching is easier, 
pleasanter, and more effective that obeys the laws 
which govern the child mind, and that proceeds 
along the lines of natural development both of the 
person and of the subject. This truth has been 
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a joyful discovery to Primary workers who have 
reorganised their departments on modern lines; 
and, under the new conditions, their experience 
will be repeated in due time along the whole 
range of the School. 

It is a minor point, but one showing the 
practical character of the discussions, that the 
Eeview Lesson that bugbear of the average, 
teacher has been given a new position and 
quality, which will go far towards making it one 
of the most popular, as it is one of the most 
necessary, lessons in the course of study. Similarly, 
the plan to be adopted in regard to the Golden 
Texts will be the first step towards reviving the 
excellent method of former days, of memorising 
the choicest passages of the Bible at the period 
when the memory is freshest and most tenacious. 

The significance, therefore, of the Conference 
will be evident to every person who is on the 
inside track of the International Lessons system. 
Evangelical fervour, modern Biblical knowledge, 
and educational science are to unite in the work 
of teaching the Bible to the world's children. 
And not only are America and Great Britain to 
continue their co-operation, but it is proposed to 
widen the area of representation upon the Com- 
mittee by appointing corresponding members from 
every part of the world. This step seems to be 
required by the determination to give free play 
to the missionary impulses set in motion by the 
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Eome Convention. Henceforward the Sunday 
School will take a more seriously considered 
place as a religious educational force, by virtue 
of which it will be able to fill worthily a more 
prominent place in the evangelisation of the 
world. It will be increasingly represented in the 
great centres of heathenism by men and women 
whose hearts have been fired with love to Christ 
in a Sunday School class. For the purpose of 
giving assistance to teachers in this noble aim, 
greater emphasis will be placed upon the missionary 
aspects of the Bible. To set aside a definite mis- 
sionary Sunday might have its value, but this would 
be less than that attaching to a missionary spirit 
which pervades all the lessons and takes advantage 
of every occasion offered for enforcing the command 
of our Lord, and the needs of the non-Christian 
races. It may not be possible to appoint many 
missionaries upon the Committee, nor to adopt 
the suggestion thrown out that the "International 
Lessons" should be known in future as the 
" World's Lessons," but it is certain that the world 
view will be maintained, and the federation for 
Lessons selection made as wide as possible. 

Time, of course, will be required to give effect 
to these aims and decisions. A measure of 
independence for experiment will be demanded, 
and changes that may eventually win universal 
assent cannot be carried out at once. Nor must 
it be forgotten that the conditions under which 
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the American and British sections work, and 
the needs of the Schools they serve, are in some 
respects different. The American Committee is 
responsible to the International Convention, the 
next meeting of which will be held at Louisville in 
1908, when a new Committee will be appointed. It 
is improbable that such a revolution in the personnel 
of the American section of the Committee will take 
place as to make void the adhesion given by the 
present Committee to the new policy. It is the 
more unlikely since America has for some years 
been moving independently in the direction indi- 
cated. Still, we must concede the liberty that we 
claim, and be prepared to give and take in order 
to maintain International co-operation. That spirit 
ruled the entire deliberations of the recent Con- 
ference, and made the discussions singularly pleasant 
and harmonious. There was plenty of fire and 
freedom of speech, but there was also evident the 
chastened restraint and fine tolerance of men who 
recognised oneness of aim in Christ. All were united 
in the aim of constructing, by united counsel, a 
curriculum of Bible study for the children of the 
world, and in the desire so to work it by united 
endeavour as to win the world for Christ and His 
Church. 

Possibly some may fear that the resolutions 
involve a surrender to "academic" and "higher 
critical" influences. The fear, should it arise, will 
be entirely without ground. The International 
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Lessons Committee have had too long an experience 
to accept Courses that do not keep in view the needs 
of the child, the capacity of the average teacher, and 
the primary aim of religious instruction. Nor will 
they ever consent to the deflection of the class-time 
so brief and precious from the message of the 
Bible to a study of critical methods, and of the 
problems raised by historical and literary criticism 
Nor have the Biblical scholars, who have thrown 
themselves with such conspicuous zeal into the task 
of framing an ideal curriculum, suggested anything 
of the kind. What they desire is the desire of us 
all, that the revelation of God as He has given it to 
man should be intelligently taught and mastered, 
and that the Courses of study should be adapted to 
the laws of child development. We are to love the 
Lord with all our heart and with all our soul, and 
also with all our mind. Teaching that does not 
appeal to the intellectual powers is impoverished, 
and detaches from the service of God one of man's 
most glorious gifts, the gift of reasoning intelligence. 
In other words, the evangelism of the future will be 
of an Evangelical educational type. It will cease 
to be merely impulsive and occasional; and will seek 
to build up a living faith by a sound knowledge of 
the Bible, which must ever be supreme as the revealer 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Saviour, King, and 
Friend of mankind. 

The co-operation of America and Great Britain at 
the present juncture also seems to us to be a guar- 
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antee that science will not usurp religion. Owing 
to the secularisation of elementary education in the 
States, the American workers are compelled to put 
the stress on the spiritual element in the Sunday 
School. They are the last persons to wish to 
re-make the Sunday School in the image of the day 
school; and their desire to co-operate with Great 
Britain is greatly influenced by the spiritual bias of 
our workers here. When they plead for educational 
efficiency, their meaning is efficiency for moral and 
religious ends. With us the pendulum tends to 
swing in the reverse direction. Our elementary 
education is threatened with a transformation of 
the day school, in which definite religious teaching 
will disappear. In that event the Sunday School 
must supply the lost factor, and so clearly is this 
seen that teachers are being urged on all hands 
to equip themselves more highly for their work 
as evangelists and religious instructors. Both 
countries, then, need each other, and have some- 
thing to contribute to each other's special needs. 

Another significant circumstance is the missionary 
activity of the Churches in the States and in Great 
Britain. The Eome Convention definitely attached 
the Sunday School to this expanding force, and 
took steps to make the Institution a more effective 
instrument of it. In the future the School will 
contribute more in money and life to the cause of 
Foreign Missions, and will be found to be the most 
fruitful of all the Churches' missionary agencies. 
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The fact that by a kind of reflex action the Christian 
missionaries in the Chinese Empire have resolved 
to launch a Sunday School Union, and to elevate 
the School as a Christianising power, is also most 
striking and impressive. Taken together, they are 
overwhelming proof that the educational emphasis 
cannot drown the evangelical. Everywhere in the 
truly Christian area we witness a movement along 
spiritual lines, and the parallel movement along 
scientific lines is for richer and fuller spiritual 
results. 

EEANK JOHNSON. 



THE CONFERENCE: 

ITS DISCUSSIONS AND KESOLUTIONS. 

FOREWORD. 

AT the important Conference of Biblical Scholars 
and Sunday School Experts, held under the auspices 
of the Sunday School Union, in London, in November 
1906, one of the resolutions unanimously adopted 
was the following:; "This Conference urges upon 
the Council of the Sunday School Union that the 
time has now come to consider the necessity of 
remodelling the International Lesson system, to 
bring it more into line with the needs of the modern 
Sunday School ; and asks that the Council shall take 
such steps as may be necessary to ensure the dis- 
cussion of this matter by the International Lesson 
Committee." 

Immediate steps were taken to give effect to 
this resolution, and communications were opened 
with the American section of the Committee. At 
first it seemed possible to utilise the Eome Conven- 
tion for a meeting of the British and American 
sections, but it was found that few of the British 
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members would be able to get to Konie. With the 
courtesy, consideration, and indifference to personal 
inconvenience which have marked the American 
brethren throughout, the suggestion was made to 
hold the Conference in London, at the close of 
the Eome Convention. This plan was adopted, the 
idea being that a session of one day would suffice. 
When, however, both Committees came to go into 
the matters to be discussed, it was resolved to set 
no time limit to the discussions. 

As is generally known, the American Committee 
is elected by the International Convention, and the 
then Chairman and Secretary of the Convention 
Executive Committee (Dr. G-. W. Bailey and Mr. W. 
N". Hartshorn) strongly urged that the entire lesson 
system be thoroughly surveyed in the light of first 
principles, of modern needs, and of the experience 
of the past thirty-five years. It was pointed out 
that no such Conference had ever before been held, 
and that the occasion was likely to be momentous 
in its results; and, further, that the bringing of 
members of the American Committee, at considerable 
cost, from the United States and Canada to meet 
the British brethren, was an effort and expense that 
required the Conference to deal with the questions 
raised in the fullest and most exhaustive way. 

Arrangements were accordingly made on this 
basis. The British section had several meetings to 
frame the agenda, which was submitted to the 
American delegates; the Council Chamber of the 
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Baptist Church House an admirable room for the 
purpose was obtained; and provision was made 
for continuing the Conference for three full days ; 
and on Tuesday evening, the 18th of June, a small 
sub-committee met for the purpose of determining 
the by-laws of the Conference, the Chairmen, the 
order of proceedings, etc. 



FIEST SESSION. 

THE PERSONNEL OF THE CONFERENCE. 

ON "Wednesday morning, the 19th of June, the Con- 
ference assembled in the pleasant summer sunshine 
which proved to be a symbol and prophecy of the 
entire proceedings. 

The following members of the International 
Lesson Committee were present at the opening 
session : 

EEPRESENTING THE BRITISH SECTION 
OF THE COMMITTEE. 

The Eev. W. F. ADENET, M.A., D.D., Principal of 

Lancashire Independent College, Manchester. 
F. F. BELSEY, Esq., J.P., Chairman of the Council 

of the Sunday School Union, London. 
The Eev. EGBERT GULLET, Book Steward of the 

Wesleyan Methodist Sunday School Union. 
The Eev. A. E. GARVIE, M.A., D.D., Principal of 

Kew College, London (Congregationalist). 
The Eev. S. W. GREEN, M.A., Professor at Eegent's 

Park Baptist College. 
The Eev. FRANK JOHNSON, Editor of The /Sunday 

School Chronicle and Christian Outlook. 
The Eev. C. H. KELLY, Ex -President of the 

Wesleyan Conference. 

13 
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Professor A. S. PEAKS, M.A., D.D., Dean of the 
Faculty of Theology, and Professor of Biblical 
Exegesis, University of Manchester. 

The Eev. ALFRED KOWLAND, B.A., LL.B., D.D., 
Chairman of the International Lessons Com- 
mittee, British Section, and Ex-Chairman of the 
Congregational Union of England and Wales. 

EDWARD TOWERS, Esq., President of the World's 
Third International Convention. 

CHARLES WATERS, Esq., Member of the Sunday 
School Union Council, Founder and Honorary 
Secretary of the I.B.E.A. 

W. H. GROSER, Esq., B.Sc., Senior Honorary Sec- 
retary of the Sunday School Union, London 
Secretary. 

EEPRESENTING THE AMERICAN SECTION. 

J. E. PEPPER, Esq., Methodist Episcopal Church, 

Memphis, Term. 
Professor I. M. PRICE, LL.D., etc., University of 

Chicago. 
The Eev. Principal EEXFORD, D.D., Diocesan 

College, Montreal. 
The Eev. M. EHODES, D.D., Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, St. Louis. 
The Eev. J. P. STAHR, D.D., Eeform Church, 

Lancaster, Pa. 
The Eev. B. B. TYLER, D.D., Christian Church, 

Denver, Col. 
The Eev. A. F. SCHATTFFLER, D.D., New York 

Secretary. 
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The Secretaries (Dr. A. F. Schauffler and Mr. 
W. H. Groser, B.Sc.) moved the following resolu- 
tions, which were adopted: 

1. That the following friends be invited to act as 

corresponding and occasional members of the 
International Lessons Committee, during its 
present sessions, but without voting power: 

THOS. G. ACKLAND. 
Dr. G. W. BAILEY. 
G. BELL. 

The Eev. CAREY BONNEB. 
FRANK CLEMENTS. 
JAS. S. CBOWTHER. 
W. N. HARTSHORN. 
MARION LAWRANCE. 
DUNCAN LOVE. 
W. B. M'CRILLIS. 

E. K. WARREN. 

F. A. WELLS. 

2. That Dr. Kowland and Dr. Elson Kexford be 

appointed Chairmen of the Conference in the 
much regretted absence of Dr. Potts, and 
that Prof. Ira M. Price and Mr. F. F. Belsey 
be appointed Yice-Chairmen, should their 
services be required. 
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After prayers by Dr. EHODES and the Eev. C. H. 
KELLY, Dr. A. BOWLAND said : " I am sure we all 
profoundly regret the absence of our friend Dr. 
Potts, to whom we are so largely indebted; and 
doubtless it will be in accordance with your wishes 
that we should prepare a resolution expressive of 
sympathy with him in his indisposition, and of the 
hope that his life and his services to the Church 
may be prolonged for years to come. 

" It is my duty, and it is my very great pleasure, 
to extend a cordial welcome to our friends who 
have come to us from the United States and from 
Canada, and from Australia too. We heartily wel- 
come you, dear brethren from the other side, and 
we trust you will not only have great pleasure 
yourselves in attending this Conference in the 
intercourse we shall have, but at the same time 
you will give us some inspiration and guidance 
for the future. 

" Probably you all know that the arrangements for 
this gathering are somewhat different from those 
that were originally intended. First of all, the 
members of the English Committee thought it 
desirable to ask the members of the American 
Committee to have a consultation, but we soon 
found that there were friends who were not 
officially connected with the International Lessons 
Committee who were present at this time in England, 
who take an enthusiastic and intelligent interest 
in this great work; and I think it will in be in 
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accordance with the wish of all of us that these 
should be corresponding and occasional members 
of this Conference. 

"I need not say anything with regard to the ~ 
value of the International Course. It has done 
noble service in the past, and I, for one, hope that 
it may continue for all the future, and that 
nothing will arise that is likely to bring 
about a disruption between the one side and the 
other. 

" There has been some dissatisfaction on this side 
with the International Lessons as they have been 
prepared. It is possible that we have been occasion- 
ally a little too conservative; that we have not 
sufficiently recognised that there has been progress 
in the Divine revelation as given to us in Holy 
Scripture. In addition to this, many of those who 
are instructed in our Sunday Schools are reading 
widely, with the result that various sorts of 
questions have been raised in the minds of some 
of our young people that we ought to deal with 
a little more directly than we have done in the 
past. 

" We meet together, I am sure, with a deep sense 
of responsibility, feeling that what we do and plan 
may to a considerable extent affect the religious 
teaching of the young people in all parts of the 
world. Eemembering this, and realising the sacred- 
ness of the Holy Scriptures with which we have 
specially to deal, I am quite certain we shall have 
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a very reverent discussion, as well as one of 
mutual consideration on the part of those who are 
here. 

" There are one or two suggestions that I think 
should be made by our Secretaries before we proceed 
to the actual business of the Conference ; but first, 
an expression of sympathy with Dr. Potts should be 
sent out from us as a body." 

Mr. F. F. BELSEY : " As representing the English 
brethren, I move that we communicate with Dr, 
Potts, and send him a very hearty expression of oui 
sincere sympathy, and express the hope that God 
may restore him speedily to his sphere of useful- 
ness." This motion was seconded by Dr. RHODES ; 
and carried. 

Dr. SCHAUFFLEB,: "It may be wise for me tc 
make a statement with regard to the position on 
our side of the Atlantic. 

"In 1903, Dr. Potts, Mr. Marion Lawrance, and 
myself had a conference with some of our British 
brethren with regard to the blocking out of an 
outline of a six years' course of lessons. We agreed 
that if our British friends would block out lessons 
for 1912 to 1917, we would, as far as possible, adopt 
that course. 

"In the next place, with regard to the lessor 
outline in general, for the past twelve years oui 
Committee in blocking out its outline has beeu 
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governed very largely by the biographical thought. 
This happened because we believed that scholars 
are more interested in what men do and say, than 
they are in doctrine, prophecy, literature, or in 
poetry. Therefore we wove in poetry or prophecy 
or Epistle, so that it should form part of the 
biography. This will explain some of the omissions 
and some of the insertions of topics for the 
lessons. 

"Next, a word in regard to the Primary and 
Advanced Courses. In 1896, when a Lessons Com- 
mittee was elected in Boston, the cry came up to us 
from the Primary teachers all over the country for 
a special Primary Course. The meeting in Washing- 
ton authorised us to prepare such a course. This 
was done, but the course, which was very largely 
a nature course, though accepted, fell absolutely flat, 
and disappeared from view. Still the cry came, 
better lessons for the Primary. The result was that 
the Lessons Committee prepared a one year's Primary 
Course, which we called a Beginners' Course, designed 
to minister to the wants of those from three to six 
years of age. This one year's Beginners' Course 
was adopted after a great deal of discussion, and it 
met with some little acceptance on the part of the 
elementary workers in the States. All this, how- 
ever, was irrespective of the British section of the 
Committee. 

"This single year's course did not prove very 
satisfactory, and petitions came for a two years' 
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course. We therefore prepared a two years' course 
after the Denver Convention in 1902. To prepare 
this course we had before us, either in person, 01 
by detailed outlined programme, forty-one primarj 
workers. We either heard them personally or hac 
full schedules sent for our consideration. It haj 
been quite successful on our side of the water 
The cry, however, has not ceased, and the demanc 
now is for a three years' Primary Course covering 
the period from the age of six to nine. Our Lessons 
Committee, in its last meeting held in Boston, jusi 
before the delegates sailed for the Eome Convention 
voted to recommend on our side to the LouisvilL 
Convention (1908) that we be authorised to prepar< 
such a Primary Course. 

" At Denver the Lessons Committee prepared ai 
outline for advanced class work, a two years' course 
which was turned down; we have, however, nov 
prepared another outline, a course on the Ethica 
teaching of Jesus, which is being used on our sidi 
of the Atlantic, and. also, I believe, in somi 
measure here. 

"It was then thought that we must go on an< 
prepare more than a one year's course. The lesson 
for 1908 were partly in the Gospel by John an( 
partly in the Old Testament, and therefore th< 
American Committee prepared another course o 
lessons for adult classes, which is to run ehrono 
logically in harmony with the next year's course sb 
months in John and six months in the Old Testament 
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Our hope is that this will be adopted by some who 
have issued other advanced lessons during the year 
1908. This, then, Mr. Chairman, is an outline of the 
way things stand on our side of the water. 

"Our experience seems to indicate that when you 
come to the Senior Classes, you come to those 
teachers who mostly have a mind of their own and 
want their own courses, and therefore no course 
propounded by a Committee will meet the universal 
demand for the advanced courses as for the other 
courses we shaH prepare." 

Dr. EOWLAND: "We have had a very helpful 
statement. Now our discussion will begin on the 
following Note: 

" ' It is understood that in the matter of grading, 
the threefold division of scholars and of lesson- 
subjects into PRIMARY, INTERMEDIATE, and 
SENIOR, is adopted by both Lessons Committees, 
by the Council of the Sunday School Union, 
and by the other bodies who have expressed 
an opinion on the question.'" 

Mr. "W. H. G-ROSER : " Possibly I might just say in 
explanation of this Note that, at what was called 
familiarly " The Bound Table Conference," held in 
London at the end of last October, a series of 
resolutions were passed, which were communicated 
to our American friends, and which were, of course, 
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also submitted to the Council of the Sunday School 
Union. And the difference between what is here 
indicated and one of the recommendations of thai 
"Bound Table Conference" was that, in theii 
judgment, it would be desirable to divide the Inter- 
mediate section of the Sunday School into Lowei 
Middle and Upper Middle, the Lower Middle 
representing children from nine to twelve, and the 
Upper Middle young people from twelve to fifteen, 
leaving the Senior Department above and the 
Primary Department below. But on this being 
submitted to the Council of the Sunday School 
Union, they decided (and they are a very repre- 
sentative body) that so far as our English schools 
are concerned they did not think they were pre- 
pared at present for such sub-divisions, however 
educationally sound they might be found to be. 
Hence this note simply means, that so far as our 
English schools are concerned we adopt for the 
present the threefold division. 

"Practically all English schools are divided 
into three sections the Primary, Intermediate, and 
Senior. We have adopted the Beginners' Course; 
but for the other, we hold the view which Dr. 
Sehauffler expressed just now about the provision 
for advanced classes. We find on our side just 
what he has found in America, that the conductors 
of advanced classes like to prepare their own series. 
There is also another difficulty with us, and that 
is the vast difference educationally which exists 
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between different senior classes, even in the same 
school. You will find a class, for instance, of 
domestic servants, comparatively illiterate; and 
then you will find in another part of the school a 
class, perhaps, of well-educated young fellows, who 
look for and demand somewhat advanced teaching. 
We could hardly prepare a course that would suit 
both." 

The Kev. FRANK JOHNSON : " Does the Note mean 
that henceforward the word 'International' covers 
a threefold course of lessons?" 

Dr. KEXFORD: "In speaking of these divisions 
here this morning as the Primary, Intermediate, and 
Senior, I think we ought to keep clearly before our 
minds the thought that the Beginners' Course will 
be a fixed course, while the General Course will 
take the character that the Intermediate Lessons 
have taken generally, but they may be used in the 
Beginners' Departments in schools that fail to see 
the advantage of this close grading under the 
circumstances in which they are placed. The ex- 
perience of the International Lessons Committee 
on the other side of the water has been, that it is 
of very great advantage to keep its fingers on the 
pulse of the general Sunday School world, and not 
to give too much attention to those advanced 
schools which are giving us such admirable examples 
of what can be done under the best conditions, and 
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with the best teachers. We can't get such schools 
for a very wide area for a long time to come. In 
our large centres these schools will naturally 
develop, but the great mass of the Sunday School 
work must be done under less favourable conditions, 
and we must be guided largely by these conditions 
if we would lead the Sunday School world. 

"It seems to me, so far as my experience goes, 
that the breaking up of the Primary into a 
Beginners' and Primary, a general Sunday School 
grade for the Intermediates, and a separate grade 
for Seniors, would be, perhaps, as much as the 
Sunday School world as a whole would justify at 
the present stage of our development." 

Mr. PEPPER: "It will be remembered by our 
brethren on the other side that the Toronto Conven- 
tion decided that the grades should be Beginners, 
Primary, Junior, Intermediate, and Senior. Of 
course, it was only suggestive, and I think that 
however we may arrange the grading in our indi- 
vidual schools, it does not disturb the integrity of 
the International Lessons at all. 

Dr. SCHAUFFLER : " As the Lessons Committee, we 
have the right to recommend and adopt, if we 
so choose, the framing of lessons, but not the 
grading of the Sunday Schools. If either section 
of the Lessons Committee, British or American, 
is pleased to recommend individually another 
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grade, then we are simply on the same basis 
which we now are. Toronto recommended the 
five-fold grade mentioned, as the standard to which 
all schools were to push." 

It was resolved that the three words " of scholars 
and" be deleted from the Note. 

Mr. F. F. BELSEY: "At Denver, on behalf of the 
English section, I urged that as an International 
Committee we should fix our attention on the 
central, Intermediate, series, which would be used 
in a world-wide way, and that we should not, in 
the present state of our Sunday Schools, trouble 
ourselves too much with the provision of these 
Primary and Senior Lessons, which will all be more 
or less subject to the varying opinions of those using 
them. There will be a very considerable difference 
of opinion among earnest Primary workers as to 
what may be the best series of lessons, and, as we 
have heard already, Senior teachers will naturally 
follow the bent of their own minds and take their 
own courses. "We are exceedingly anxious to join 
hands over a central zone of lessons which will 
cover the great mass of our Sunday Schools. If 
we sub-divided that zone, if we cut that grade 
into a couple, we should be terribly embarrassed, 
for example, in the work of the International Bible 
Eeading Association, and, as the extension of that 
Association appears to me to be of great importance, 
I am sure we do not want to embarrass its leaders. 
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"We are very anxious, if we can, to keep united 
over the main course for the schools, and to make 
it an International Lesson which will be studied 
by all." 

The Eev. F. JOHNSON: "Under which of these 
three main divisions would our American friends 
place the Junior Department?" 

Mr. MARION LAWRANCE : " The Junior Department 
is a division of the Intermediate, and begins at nine 
and ends at eleven or twelve; the Intermediate 
includes ages from twelve to fifteen. This was 
definitely settled, so far as it can be, by action of 
our International Convention at Toronto, so that, at 
the request of our publishers, it should be definitely 
known which name to give to those quarterlies 
that immediately follow the Primary. Some of the 
denominations, including my own, actually changed 
the name of their publications, so that the Inter- 
mediate should have between that and the Primary 
the Junior section of lesson helps. We understand, 
therefore, that Junior immediately follows Primary, 
and those two divisions are distinct with us." 

Mr. F. F. BELSEY : " I would like to ask whether 
the definition Mr. Lawrance refers to means 
that these publishers are issuing separate series 
of lessons on other plans?" 
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Mr. MAKION LAWKANCE: "The helps are differ- 
ent, but the lessons are the International. It 
is one system of lessons, barring the Beginners' 
Course." 



Prof. A. S. PEAKS: "I would like to ask Mr. 
Belsey, if from an ideal standpoint the Intermediate 
Course should be divided, if the I.B.E.A. Course 
could not be similarly graded? The question 
whether, things being as they are, it is the wise 
course for us to divide the Intermediate is 
an arguable point. But I should like to ask 
whether we ought to regard the practical diffi- 
culty about the relation between the I.B.E.A. 
and the International Lessons, as put by Mr. 
Belsey, as a conclusive argument against the 
division." 

Mr. C. WATEKS: "Speaking for myself, I can 
see very considerable difficulties in any such 
divisions of subjects so far as the readings of 
the I.B.E.A. are concerned. It would mean, of 
course, two supplies for every school differing in 
numbers, and would create very grave difficulties." 

Dr. EEXFOBD : " It seems hardly logical that the 
International Lessons Schemes should take their 
form and shape from what is practically a private 
reading association of Scripture. On the other 
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hand, it would seem to me, as an outsider not 
very familiar with your arrangements, that the 
natural thing is for the Scripture Beading Scheme 
to adjust itself to what is found to be the wiser 
thing for the general Sunday School interests of 
the two continents. I would like to say that I 
am convinced of the very great importance of 
our getting very clear ideas of what we understand 
by this Note." 

Prof. S. W. GREEN: "Is it. not the fact that 
practically all the work of the International 
Lessons Committee with us has been centred on 
what is here called the Intermediate grade; and 
is it not also certain that it is on this work we 
shall unite in future?" 

The Eev. E. CULLEY : " I think we must concen- 
trate upon the International Lessons, and if we could 
agree upon that it would be a very great step. 
"With regard to the future work, we must remember 
it would be a most complicated task to prepare 
three grades of lessons and call them an 'Inter- 
national' Lesson Course." 

The Eev. FRANK JOHNSON: "I think that the 
Sunday Schools of the world are looking to us to 
give them guidance and help in the divisions which 
lie outside the area usually covered by the Inter- 



FIRST SESSION 29 

national Lessons. What shall the word 'Inter- 
national' cover, is the real question." 

Dr. STAHR: "The term 'International/ I think, 
has its historic significance. On the basis of that 
one uniform course we have hitherto been working, 
and we hope that we may continue to work to- 
gether on that line. Now it is eminently desi- 
rable, I have no doubt, both from our standpoint 
and from yours, that International co-operation in 
the wider sense of the word should extend to the 
Primary Course and the Advanced Course. But 
the basis of our work will have to be in what we 
call the Intermediate Course, and if we could 
agree that we should continue to co-operate on 
that line, we should see our way clear to discuss 
Primary and Advanced Lessons more intelligibly 
than we now can." 

Dr. SCHAUFFLEB, : " The construction of a uniform 
series of lessons, such as we have been working on 
for the last thirty odd years, is a very simple matter 
compared with the construction of a Beginners' 
Course, a Primary Course, and an Adult Course. 
To discuss an International uniform lesson between 
the two Committees is a simple thing as compared 
to a discussion of Primary Courses to be adopted 
on both sides of the Atlantic. I don't see the way 
clear for our adopting a uniform course for Begin- 
ners, a stated three-year course for the Primary, 
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unless there is a great deal more grace on this side 
than I have discerned on our side." 



The Eev. C. H. KELLY: "I think it is desirable 
that we should secure, if possible, the same lessons 
for this side as are accepted on the American side, 
and I do not see why we could not do it." 

Mr. BELSEY : " That practically means more than 
the adoption of a course of lessons Sunday by 
Sunday. It would mean the adoption of one book 
of some hundred lessons, which would be taught 
one after the other wherever the lessons would be 
introduced. That would be, of course, altogether 
different from a series laid out for one Sunday 
after another according to date." 

The Bev. C. H. KELLY : " I see no more practical 
difficulty in that than in magazine preparation. 
And if the book prepared on the other side met 
with acceptance here, why not adopt it ? Why 
not prepare our own book in addition?" 

The Eev. FEANK JOHNSON: "I think that the 
International Lessons Committee should really lead 
the Bible studies of the world's children. A Com- 
mittee like this is more competent to give right 
guidance even in these sectional courses than one 
is likely to get outside of it." 



FIRST SESSION 31 

Dr. REXFORD : " I would like to point out that 
while the difficulties are very real, still we must 
not close our eyes to the fact that if we can pro- 
vide common lessons for the children of the two 
sides of the Atlantic from eight to fifteen years of 
age, it ought to be possible to provide common 
lessons for children from four to eight. I should 
say that the children from four to eight in England 
differ less from the children from four to eight in 
America than the children from eight to sixteen 
differ from the children from eight to sixteen on 
the other side." 

Mr. PEPPER: "Speaking as a layman and a 
superintendent for over twenty-seven years, I see 
no special difficulty in the way. I have all of 
these grades we have been talking about. We 
have the Beginners, where the stories are told 
every Sabbath day, where none of them can read 
at all. We have the lesson for the Primary, and 
if we adopt a special course for the Primary, 
as we hope to do, I expect to have it in the same 
school immediately. It seems to me there is no 
practical difficulty in calling all these lessons ' Inter- 
national.' It does seem to me it would be a great 
gain, and a thrilling thing to go out to the world, 
that this Conference of two sections of the Com- 
mittee should devise a plan that would cover, as 
far as possible, all of these grades, and then let 
the schools use such of them as they can. We 
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could furnish the material for them, and let them 
choose for themselves what they can use." 



The Eev. C. H. KELLY : "I feel, Mr. Chairman, that 
we should lose a great deal if we did not accept 
the lessons for the young children, and if they 
should cease to be regarded as International Lessons. 
If you leave it to the churches, the great proba- 
bility is that the children will suffer. I do most 
respectfully, but very earnestly, press the thought 
that we should make the entire system an Inter- 
national one. I cannot see that the difficulties 
are so much greater with reference to the lowei 
classes than with the Intermediate. The Inter- 
national, hitherto, has been regarded as the lessoi] 
for the whole school. If we are only going tc 
provide a course for the middle part of the school 
then we are going back upon our profession oj 
providing a lesson, internationally, for the whol* 
school." 



Prof. S. W. GKEEN: "One does want to make 
this International co-operation a reality. I verj 
strongly sympathise with what has been so feelingly 
expressed by Dr. Schauffler the difficulties o 
time and space to which we are subject. I woul< 
venture to say, that a great part of the criticism! 
passed upon the International Series of Lesson: 
have had their root, really, in this distance betweei 
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the two Committees. If you are going so to com- 
plicate the scheme that this International Com- 
mittee has to arrange for an effective co-operation 
in producing a set of graded International Lessons, 
I fear great difficulty ." 

[At this point the Conference adjourned,] 



SECOND SESSION. 

Dr. BOWLAND: "We were considering the question 
of the Primary Lessons, and whether it would be 
possible to prepare International Lessons for the 
whole school." 

Dr. W. E. ADENEY: "I very strongly urge the 
putting all we can into the International Scheme, 
and if it is found ultimately that either the Junior 
or Senior are not manageable, then for practical 
reasons it will have to be given up, but do not 
let us lower our ideal. I think it is most desirable 
that we should record this as our desire and hope 
and aim, that the whole of the Bible teaching in 
the different grades should be arranged on Inter- 
national lines." 

Dr. EEXFOED : " If these lesson courses can go 
forth to the outlying sections of the Continent 
and in Australia and India with the stamp of the 
International upon them, it will be of very great 
advantage in extending the work and influence and 
power of the Association. I would like to move, 

34 
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therefore, that we keep the term 'International' 
to cover all the work of the Sunday School, 
and that if there are necessary variations, these 
variations should be played, as it were, on the 
term 'uniform/ I have drawn up the following 
resolution, which I would like to move: 

'" That the International Lessons Committee 
undertakes to provide schemes of lessons for 
the whole range of Sunday-school teaching 1 , 
including Primary work (ages three to nine), 
General or Intermediate work (ages nine to 
fifteen), and Senior or Advanced work (over 
fifteen years). That the lesson for the 
General or Intermediate Division shall be 
uniform, and that Primary and Advanced 
Lessons may be prepared by the American 
and British Sections of the Lessons Committee 
jointly or independently, but with a view to 
securing uniformity as soon as possible/" 

Mr. PEPPEE : " I second the proposal. This might 
meet the case. It is partly tentative. We want 
to get harmonious action on the part of England 
and America on the question of the Primary and 
Advanced Courses, and though there may be some 
little difficulty in securing that, with this resolution 
we look forward to that event. We then assume 
the principle without compelling ourselves to adopt 
a uniform course for both ends of the school, and 
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keep the International pure and simple for the 
Intermediate portion of the school. That seems to 
be a practical way of dealing with the question." 

The Eev. FRANK JOHNSON: "The resolution is not 
so strongly worded as I should like, for it seems 
to me that our commission and the principle with 
which we started require a change in our method. 
Uniformity requires that we cover the whole field. 
When we started it was an undivided field, but now 
it is a differentiated field. Therefore it seems to 
me that we are logically bound, unless we abandon 
the principle with which we began, to face the 
whole question. This Committee must move with 
the schools and with educational science, and since 
Primary and other Courses are needed, they should 
be supplied by us. Still, I shall vote for Dr. 
Eexford's proposal as probably the best course to 
adopt in present circumstances." 

After comments by Professors A. S. Peake and 
Ira M. Price, the resolution was put and carried 
unanimously. 

The next resolution submitted by the Secretaries 
for discussion was 

" That the first draft of each cycle of lessons 
should be prepared by Biblical scholars, and 
then be submitted to practical experts in Sunday 
School work" 
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The Kev. E. CTJLLEY : " This question of practical 
experts is not, in my judgment, so important as 
that before any set of lessons is agreed upon it 
should be known on both sides of the water, and 
a perfect understanding as to what is being done 
arrived at. I frequently, in answering gentlemen 
on this side who have criticised our work, have 
had to say that the whole set of lessons had been 
agreed upon before we have had really time, in 
the British section, to express our opinion on the 
plan. I should like to give notice that the lesson 
lists should not be selected by any section of the 
Lessons Committee until time has been given for 
all sections to express their opinion upon it, and 
that in future the lists shall be the work of the 
Committee on both sides of the Atlantic. It is 
very important that we should be agreed before 
the lessons are fixed. My experience has been 
that the thing has been done and almost crystal- 
lised before we have been able to express an 
opinion on the set of lessons selected." 

Prof. S. W. G-REEN : " Is it intended that the terms 
Biblical scholars and practical experts in Sunday 
School work are mutually exclusive? And is the 
final decision to rest with these practical experts who, 
on this interpretation, are not Biblical scholars?" 

Prof. IRA M. PRICE: "In the American branch 
of the Committee we happily have practical experts 
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as well as Biblical scholars, and the two work very 
harmoniously on our Committee." 



The Eev. E. CULLEY : " I am quite sure we have on 
the British section too, Biblical scholars and practical 
experts, and all we want is that sufficient time 
be given before the courses are crystallised." 

Dr. A. E. GARVIE: "I think it is very desirable 
that we should have both Biblical scholarship and 
practical efficiency in view in the drafting of the 
lessons. Some of us venture to believe that we 
have a. little of both, and that we know not only 
how the Bible should be studied, but also how the 
child should be taught; while it is certain that 
there are some who are practical experts in 
Sunday School work who have not given their 
attention to Biblical scholarship. I feel that we 
ought not, on an occasion like this, to neglect 
the opportunity of definitely recording that these 
two interests not only the interest of practical 
efficiency in the Sunday School, but also of Biblical 
scholarship should be recognised in drawing up 
the lessons. All that is wanted is, that one section 
frame the scheme, and the other section have due 
time allowed it for consideration and suggestion 
of any amendments. I beg to move the follow- 
ing resolution as a substitute for that under 
discussion: 
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"'That in the preparation of each cycle 
of lessons, the interests both of Biblical 
scholarship and practical efficiency be duly 
recognised/ " 

This was seconded by Prof. S. W. Green, and 
unanimously passed. 

BIBLICAL SCHOLAKSHIP AND THE LESSONS. 

The next subject for discussion was introduced 
by the following resolution, submitted by the 
Secretaries : 

" That in the compilation of such lessons, the 
progress of Divine revelation should be kept in 
view, though not expressly marked out" 

Dr. W. E. ADENEY: "I think we have really 
come to the great purpose of our meeting. I do 
not know what qualification, exactly, I have to 
bring this resolution before you with this note of 
importance. I am a person who tries to follow the 
Biblical experts as a humble Bible student, and I 
am constantly being introduced to Sunday School 
conferences as a Sunday School expert. I don't 
profess to be either ; but I db stand somewhat in 
touch with the people who are concerned with both, 
and I have been preparing Sunday School teachers 
in one way or another for their work for over 
thirty years, and have been writing regularly on the 
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International Lessons for about half of that period. 
Therefore I think I may claim to have a little 
experience of what the International work is, and 
also of what it has meant to try and get it worked 
out in the schools. 

" In dealing with the lessons, I have come across 
these facts. There seems to be little apprehension 
of the gradation of revelation. The ruling idea is 
that we should take the Bible and deal with it 
with a sharp pair of scissors. We have six years, 
and we have so many chapters and verses of the 
Bible, and we must cut out of the 'Bible so many 
bits that will make a kind of tesselated pavement. 
We may get a sequence for a whole year a 
sequence of lessons in the life of Christ. But 
even when we have had that sequence, it has been 
a sequence with often confusing breaks. And at 
the present time, while the sequence is dealing with 
the Pentateuch, it utterly ignores the different strata 
that lie in the Pentateuch, ignoring them even in 
the way that a lesson will cut right across a section 
between two of the strata, and give you a bit from 
a document written in one century and a bit from 
a document written several centuries later. I do 
not want to discuss Higher Criticism at all in the 
schools, but we do need people who understand the 
structure of the Bible to deal with the dividing 
out of the various lessons. 

"Then we want a true sequence of lessons. 
We have a bit of Exodus, a bit of Numbers, with 



SECOND SESSION 41 

no connection between the different bits, and, unless 
the teacher is very capable, the scholar will not 
know where he is. 

" Moreover, this mechanical method of having to 
cover the whole Bible in a given time leads to the 
inclusion of certain parts of the Bible which have 
their use in the great story of the development of 
revelation, but which, I venture to say, do not have 
their use in the training of young people. A great 
many of these should not have to be touched at 
all in these Sunday School lessons, but they have 
to be touched in order that our tesselated pavement 
may be respected. 

"There is a feeling that we should entirely 
remodel the treatment of the Bible ; that we should 
lay aside for ever the conception that we have got 
to cut the Bible up into bits to cover six years, 
and that we should consider this question, How are 
we going to lead young minds from one stage to 
another, and then how we may bring them face to 
face with the most important parts of the Bible, 
and through it all lead them on step by step to 
the great unfolding of God's purpose in revelation, 
until they have their main attention given, and 
the full emphasis laid, on the perfect life in Jesus 
Christ?" 

Prof. IRA M. PRICE: "In this question we come 
to the practical difficulty of laying out studies for 
a cycle of six years which will cover, in part, the 
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entire Bible. How are we going to cover the Bible 
in six years ? The only thing that we can do is to 
take out definite portions of Scripture and give 
consecutive lessons on Divine revelation. We 
simply cannot cover the Book in six years by any 
scheme I have ever seen. We meet here a practical 
difficulty that is very hard to get round." 

Dr. A. E. GAEVIE : " The resolution to have 
Primary and Advanced Courses meets to some 
extent the proposition that has been now made. 
We are not concerned entirely with six years. 
Those portions of Scripture that are good stories 
and can be easily taught and give their point very 
readily, those certainly would be available for the 
Primaries. Then a good part of the Bible, dealing 
with prophetic teaching, would be reserved for the 
Senior lessons ; and I should think, making 
these reservations, one could very readily intro- 
duce into six years the outline of a series of 
lessons that would, generally speaking, cover the 
ground." 

Prof. A. S. PEAKE: "What has struck me very 
much about the International Lessons on the whole 
has been, that the amount of Scripture read has 
been altogether inadequate. That is to say, that 
the lessons for the most part have been a great deal 
too short, and that a great deal of our difficulty 
might be overcome by boldly lengthening the 
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amount of Scripture to be read, especially where 
the narrative is easy and does not lend itself to 
the necessity of detailed explanation. The most 
important thing is to get into the children's minds 
and memories a familiarity with the actual text 
of Scripture. 

" The natural outcome of such a principle is this, 
that you do not set yourself primarily to find 
lessons which lend themselves to yield particular 
morals. It is not the exposition of the lesson that 
is the important thing. It is far more important 
that the knowledge of the actual facts and of the 
history should he imparted to the scholars, than that 
you should have some particular ethical lesson 
deduced. After all, we are not doing something 
simply for immediate results ; we are laying the 
foundation during the whole of the Intermediate 
Course of something whose full value will be seen 
only in the years that are to follow. And there- 
fore I think that the important thing is, that 
when they leave the Intermediate, either to leave 
the Sunday School or to go into the higher depart- 
ment of the School, they shall have a clear and 
coherent conception of what the history of Israel 
and the rise of Christianity, as brought before us 
in the New Testament, really was, with special 
emphasis on the life and teachings of Christ. In 
order to do this, I think we shall have to face the 
certainty that the lessons must be linked together, 
that as far as possible gaps between them shall 
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be avoided, and that the course shall be so con- 
structed as to present a connected view of the 
history of revelation. 

" I quite agree with what Dr. Schauffler said this 
morning about the vital importance of the biogra- 
phical element. I would develop it a little more 
and say biographical and historical. I do not think 
you can get much beyond that in the Intermediate 
Course, though I do think that the Prophets might 
be worked in at certain points with the historic 
movement ; but the great thing is to leave with 
them the conception of the movement as a con- 
nected whole. Let us never forget that the vital 
thing about the history of Israel and Christianity 
is that both consist of revelation given through 
history." 

Dr. BEXFORD : " We are certainly in the midst 
of a very interesting and important part of our 
Conference. The statement that we should have 
special regard to the progress of Divine revelation 
in connection with our work has at the outset 
everything to recommend it. It seems to be based 
on common sense, and yet we must bear in mind 
that we are dealing almost entirely in our Sunday 
Schools with those who are unable to grasp firmly 
any such thought. With scholars of the age of 
thirteen and fourteen, about all we can do is to 
get the raw material cleanly before the minds of 
the pupils, and the philosophy must be taught 
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later on. Further, if the principle of half a year 
in the New Testament, so strongly urged by the 
British Committee, is to be recognised, it is very 
difficult to work out this principle of the develop- 
ment of revelation. 

"Then again, what is the average years of 
attendance of the pupils of the Sunday School ? 
Most of us find that we can only hold them for 
three or four years, and all that we can do for 
them has to be done in that tune. Now, facing 
that fact, we are obliged to pick out from sections 
of the Bible those things we feel to be of the 
highest importance. This work of the Sunday 
School is a compromise in a very important sense. 
In America we have to deal in our Sunday Schools 
not only'with denominational teaching, but with the 
whole structure of religious instruction. Scripture 
history is not taught in the great majority of the 
public schools in North America, and therefore the 
problem which we have to contend with is still 
more difficult. 

" Then again, I would like to point out that this 
question of ' hop, skip, and jump ' which we hear 
so much about is one that will not easily be got 
rid of. Let any gentleman here sit down and take 
that Book of books and lay out a scheme of lessons 
that will be accepted by any of our Sunday School 
workers and not involve the principle of c hop, skip, 
and jump.' You will have a tesselated pavement ! 

"Now, while the questions which have been 
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raised here are doubtless important, I believe that 
in the practical working of our Sunday School 
lessons we shall find that it is impossible for us to 
give any very great attention to them. Unless we 
are to start out with the beginning of revelation, 
and follow that on until the final revelation in 
the life of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, the 
progress must be broken ; and even if we do that, 
with the time at our disposal, there will be large 
gaps, because the children are not able to grasp 
the larger conception, and because of the exigencies 
of time." 

Dr. SCHATJFFLER : " Here, it seems to me, is where 
we come to a very crucial point ; where the stand- 
point of different members is distinctly different 
one from the other. 

"Just a word about the 'hop, skip, and jump.' 
We have been attacked on our side of the water 
by the Blakeslee System, and I have compared 
the two systems very carefully, and the Blakeslee 
System is more 'hop, skip, and jump' than our 
system. No man on earth can construct a six 
years' course of lessons for Sunday Schools, each 
lesson not to extend over thirty minutes, and not 
'hop, skip, and jump.' There are in this Bible 
which I hold in my hand 1047 pages of very fine 
print. In a six years' course we have 288 lessons. 
That will mean, if j^ou want to give the whole 
Bible, three and a half pages for each lesson! 
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" What is the object of our Sunday School effort ? 
Is it to convey, as my friend Prof. Peake 
suggests, consecutive ideas of the development of 
revelation? I say emphatically, for one, that we 
have nothing to do with that. Our work is to 
handle the "Word as it is. Here is a place where 
it may be we have got to split. I cannot speak 
for the rest of the American Committee. If lessons 
are going to be blocked out by splitting the Old 
Testament into strata, and of course, therefore, the 
New Testament, I withdraw from the Lessons Com- 
mittee. We are here at the dividing line." 

Prof. PEAKE: "It is absolutely untrue that I, 
or any of those who think with me, consider the 
primary thing in Sunday School teaching is to do 
what Dr. Schauffler thinks. I have said in print 
that the most vital point of all Sunday School 
teaching is to bring the child into mystical union 
with Christ. I honestly wonder that it should be 
necessary for me to make this statement. Surely 
all of us recognise that that is the fundamental 
thing at which we must all aim. What I have 
said is this, that many people talk as though the 
only thing in the Sunday School course was to 
bring the child to Christ. What weighs with me, 
and haunts me with reference to this question, is, 
what is to be the quality, the richness of the 
religious life in twenty-five years from now? 

"I do not think that there is any need for us 
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to think that we are going to split. I think, if 
Dr. Schauffler will look through the very imperfect 
suggestion that I have made for a draft of lessons, 
he will find that there is nothing there at which 
the most conservative Bible student need be 
offended. The thing that is important to me is 
that they should get the knowledge of the actual 
text of Scripture into their mind. My belief is 
that the more Scripture they get, the more they 
are likely to be developed in the way of holy 
living. 

"I do not lay so much stress on the knowledge 
of children in the Intermediate Course, with refer- 
ence to the actual development of revelation. I 
think it is important and good that they should 
know it, but I am bound to recognise that that 
kind of thing comes better in the Senior Division. 
I do not think it is a reverent thing to belittle 
the historic development, since it has pleased God 
to give us Scripture in the form of historic revel- 
ation. That determines the point of view in which 
we should approach it as Christians who accept 
the Bible as the classical standard of our convic- 
tions. I hope that Dr. Schauffler will understand 
that we are more in agreement than he thinks." 

Dr. A. E. G-AEVIE: "I am glad Prof. Peake has 
explained some points. I think it is far too soon 
to raise the question 6f our splitting, and I think 
ib may be taken for granted that Biblical scholars 
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are just as fervently evangelical as other people 
are; they are just as anxious to win the children 
to Christ. 

" I am going to refer now to practical experience. 
I had the privilege of being in business for a 
number of years before I entered the ministry, 
and was engaged in actual Sunday School teaching 
in one of the slum districts of Glasgow, with two 
kinds of work to do. I was teaching in a Sunday 
School where we used the International Scheme 
of Lessons, and young man though I was, I was 
constantly in protest against what seemed to me 
the unwarranted gaps. The lesson seemed to be 
selected just because it was attractive, without 
regard to the context.. I was also Chairman of 
a Foundry Boys' Meeting in Glasgow, where 
this system of teaching was adopted. A particular 
book of the Bible was taken for study; a Gospel, 
the Acts, sometimes portions of the Old Testament. 
At that time I felt that I myself received very 
much more benefit from, and I could interest those 
young people very much more in, the lessons that 
had some consecutiveness in them. To be dealing 
with one of the Gospels during the course of the 
year in fifty-two lessons was more effective, not 
only intellectually, but spiritually. 

"I must frankly confess that it seems to me 

that in this matter of picking out certain lessons 

from the Bible, the attitude is not as reverent as 

that which Dr. Peake and I feel lies behind our 

4 
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proposal. We believe that the Bible as a whole 
is God's revelation, and we should so frame our 
lessons that some knowledge of the Bible as a 
whole may be acquired. 

" For instance, suppose you are taking some lessons 
out of Paul's Epistles, my idea of applying this 
principle generally would be this, that instead of 
taking the epistle in the order in which it is found 
in the Bible, you should carefully consider the date 
of the epistle, and so relate it to Paul's life, that 
the progress of Paul's exposition of the Person and 
work of Christ could be indicated. 

"Take the Old Testament, suppose you are 
referring to the history; this history should be 
told with some reference to the Prophets. Eegard 
should be had in arranging the lessons to the 
chronological order of the Prophets. And I, for 
one, cannot see at all how questions of the Higher 
Criticism in any dangerous way enter in at all. All 
that is suggested here is, that in the framing of such 
schemes a regard be shown to the historic order for 
in that historic order they are most significant in 
bringing out God's work in Israel. 

" Take the 15th chapter of Acts. I have this in 
view because there was some question as to whether 
that should be included or not. At first sight it 
may not appear so suitable for Sunday School 
scholars, but if you have a regard to the progress 
of God's revelation ifi. the history of God's dealing 
with the Christian Church, you will see that the 



SECOND SESSION 51 

15th chapter of Acts is one of the most ^important 
chapters in the book, because it deals with the 
determination of the relation between the Jew 
and the Gentile. 

"I do feel with those who have already spoken 
that our opportunities for reaching the children are 
so few, and for so short a time, that I would like 
every lesson to do something towards guiding and 
helping the boy and girl to be a better boy and 
better girl, and I do not at all despise morals 
attached to the lesson. But suppose you wanted a 
moral. You could get the moral of considerateness, 
a recognition of the rights of others, a desire not to 
force one's own wishes on others, from this par- 
ticular chapter of almost unequalled power; yet, 
at the same time, the lesson is included in the 
scheme, not because at first sight it might seem 
so attractive, but because of the importance of 
that particular incident in the history of the 
early Church. 

" Let us not take for granted that we are not on 
common ground. We are on common ground ; and 
I venture to say that the difficulty of the documents 
and all the rest are matters of such secondary 
importance that they need not at all disturb our 
unanimity." 

Dr. STAHB: "With my friend Dr. Tyler, I have 
been connected with the American section of the 
Lessons Committee for the last eighteen years. I 
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think we are the senior members of the Committee, 
and I feel that perhaps I ought to say a word for 
the Committee in this connection, lest possibly our 
attitude might be misunderstood, as I think it 
has been misunderstood in America, and has been, 
I think, to some extent misunderstood in this 
country. 

" We are not a set of old fogies and reactionaries. 
"We have no special fondness for scraps of the 
Bible being put before the children. "We recognise 
the fact that there is not only a progressive 
revelation in the Bible, but there is also a progres- 
sive Biblical theology, and we try to keep in touch 
with what is being done in the field of Biblical 
theology. We can claim, I think, to have a 
moderate portion of knowledge on that subject, and 
some knowledge of psychological and pedagogical 
science, and in the selection of our lessons we have 
not ignored the facts of the progress of Divine 
revelation. On the contrary, I think we have 
consistently endeavoured, in the American section 
of the Lessons Committee, to get a series of lessons 
as well connected as it is possible to get them 
under the circumstances with which we have been 
labouring. We have also suggested readings between 
the lessons, so as to bring the different portions of 
Scripture into as close connection as possible. 

"We believe, as has been said here, that the 
primary purpose of the Sunday School is, on the 
one hand, growth in the Lord Jesus Christ for 



SECOND SESSION 53 

those who are in touch with Him, and the conversion 
to Christ of those who have not as yet found Him. 
But I believe, at the same time, that, in order to 
the making of good Christian character, a knowledge 
of the Bible is important, and we desire that all 
the children should get as good and sound a know- 
ledge of the Bible as possible. 

"But now, granting that fully, Mr. Chairman, 
under the conditions which confront us at the 
present time it is not possible to go over the 
whole ground of Scripture. "We have to select 
certain portions for study, and, on the other hand, 
I don't suppose that our friends here would expect 
us to differentiate seriously between what is J and 
E and P, etc., in selecting our lessons. If the issue 
were put between the study of the Bible for edifying 
purposes, and the study of the Bible for the sake of 
Biblical criticism, why, of course, we should have to 
stand by the former and not the latter." 

The Eev. FRANK JOHNSON: "May I say some 
words from the standpoint of the teacher who. has 
to use the lessons provided. The questions that 
are being discussed here are continually coming 
up before parents in teaching their own children. 
Ministers have to face them ; and of course teachers 
are involved ; I believe that the providing of special 
Primary and Senior Courses will bring real relief in 
this particular respect. I am sure that the bulk of 
the teachers desire that the spirit of this resolution 
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be embodied in the Lesson Scheme. They do not 
want to expound the problems of Historical and 
Literary Criticism, but they do ask that you 
should plan the lessons so that the fundamental 
aim of the school, which is faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, should not be imperilled, but strengthened. 
It is possible to study the Bible in such a way 
as to create scepticism and make faith almost 
impossible. 

" But we shall have to abandon the principle of 
six months annually in the New Testament before 
anything can be done. This swinging around in 
the middle of the year from one Testament to the 
other seems to be a genuine difficulty in the way 
of consecutive teaching." 

Dr. ROWLAND : " We have had a very frank dis- 
cussion, and in the course of it I have not heard any 
objection to the proposition before us. A great deal 
has been said about the Higher Criticism, but I do 
not think that it is involved in the passing of this 
general resolution." 

Dr. SCHAUFFLEB : " I would not have spoken as I 
did if it had not been that Dr. Adeney opened the 
topic distinctly along Higher Critical lines, and his 
address was distinctly along those lines. "We are 
here together for tfte first time, and I thought we 
might as well thresh the thing out. It is a question 
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as to what is meant by 'Divine progress' and 
' Divine revelation.' This is bed rock we have 
struck upon." 

Dr. ADENEY : " I think we are very much nearer 
together than Dr. Schauffler imagines. In speaking 
somewhat on the spur of the moment, I did not 
make myself as clear as I should like. First of all, 
we are absolutely unanimous that the aim of the 
Sunday School is to bring the scholars to Jesus 
Christ, and build them up in Christian life. This 
is so clear to every one of us that it would almost be 
an impertinence to exhort one another about it. It 
is not the aim of the Sunday School to teach Higher 
Criticism, nor any other kind of criticism, and when 
my friend Prof. Peake says that it is the great 
purpose of the Sunday School to teach the Bible 
rather than to give the teacher's moral deductions, 
I am sure it is not to teach Criticism, or the mere 
dry letter of the Bible. He has such faith in the 
Divine teaching of the Spirit of God in that Book, 
that if only the actual teachings and the meaning of 
God's Word can be brought out, he believes it would 
be infinitely more valuable than the moralising of 
the teachers. We might have less of the teacher 
and more of the Word of God, not more of 
Criticism, but more of the Divine Word itself. 

" Concerning the strata of the Bible, I do not 
mean that in our lessons we are going to distinguish 
these, but I do think we might know to some extent 



56 THE NEW CENTURY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

what we are handling, so that we do not carelessly 
rush from one document to another." 

It was agreed to allow the resolution to stand 
with the addition of the words " method and," and 
with the omission of the last phrase "though not 
expressly marked out." The resolution finally 
adopted thus read 

" That in the compilation of such lessons 
the method and progress of Divine revela- 
tion should be kept in view." 



THIKD SESSION. 
CONSECUTIVE STUDY. 

DK. KEXFOEB, Chairman. After opening prayers 
by Dr. Tyler and Prof. Peake, it was moved by 
Dr. Sehauffler that Prof. Price telegraph to Dr. 
Sampey the sympathy of the Conference in the 
sudden illness of his wife which was detaining him 
at Wiesbaden, and preventing his attendance at 
the meetings. 

The subject; on the Agenda for consideration 
was the following resolution : 

" That opportunities be afforded for the con- 
secutive study of (a) separate booJcs and (b) 
definite periods of Sacred History" 

Dr. SCHAUFFLER: "I would like to ask, as this 
is prepared by our British brethren, what they 
had in mind other than what has already been 
the guiding thought of the lesson course for 1906- 
1911, because in that lesson course we had one 
whole year on the Synoptic Gospels, which was a 
period of history, of course." 

57 



58 THE NEW CENTURY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Dr. A. E. GARVIE : " For children it is somewhat 
difficult to take the life of Jesus according to the 
synoptics, and pass from one Gospel to another. 
I should advocate that in this direction the Gospel 
of Mark be taken, and the life of Jesus studied, 
say for six months, in the Gospel of Mark. The 
Gospel of Mark is specially suited for that purpose, 
because the intention of the writer is to present 
Christ as He lived and moved among men, and the 
impression that His Personality made. 

"And then, in dealing with a portion of the 
Old Testament, what one would desire would be, 
say, a whole six months devoted to I. and II. 
Samuel, and as complete a study of that portion 
of Scripture given as possible. While in the Inter- 
national Lessons as now arranged, undoubtedly 
consecutive periods are dealt with, and certain 
portions of the Scripture are specially put down 
for study, yet it would be better, occasionally at 
least, to take a short book, like the Gospel of 
Mark, and concentrate attention on that." 

Prof. A. S. PEAKE: "I think what Dr. Garvie 
says is ideally right, but I am not at all sure 
that it is possible for us to do it easily. In the 
question of the Synoptic Gospels, had we longer 
time I think it would be desirable that we should 
take the Gospel of Mark, but I am not at all sure 
that for the Intermediate Course the wise thing 
is not to dovetail the synoptics together, with 
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the Gospel of Mark as a kind of basis. I am 
perfectly aware that is not an ideal suggestion. 
It is not one that I should put forward if it were 
not for the fact of the practical limitations of time. 
Where I should very strongly object would be to 
work in the fourth Gospel along with the synoptics. 
I think that is a most undesirable combination. 
The fourth Gospel, I think, should be studied by 
itself, and the International Lessons Committee 
has abandoned the plan of bringing in one set 
of lessons the fourth Gospel with the other three." 



Mr. C. WATERS: "The Lessons Committee has 
assigned the Gospel of Mark for a separate course 
of study. In 1882 the whole year was occupied 
by the Gospel of Mark, and one year since has 
been similarly occupied." 

Prof. S. W. GREEN: "The important phrase, I 
think, is 'consecutive study. 5 It is not quite the 
same thing to take a series of extracts from a 
book of the Bible and to give consecutive study 
to the whole book. What was really in the mind 
of those framing this resolution was, that in dealing, 
for instance, with the fourth Gospel along with 
the extracts extending over six months of the year, 
there should be some definite aim in the setting 
of the lessons to convey an impression of the 
meaning and purpose of the book as a whole." 
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Mr. PEPPER: "In our work in America, in a 
great many instances at least, consecutive study 
has been attained by supplemental work in the 
sessions of the school. I have personally done it 
many times. I have made a survey of the entire 
book when we have been studying any special 
book, and more particularly so in our teachers' 
meetings." 

[At this point Dr. TYLER had to leave in order 
to meet engagements in the United States. Before 
leaving he said: "I would like to commend the 
wisdom that I see now in calling this Conference. 
We needed such a Conference as this. We needed 
to come face to face to discover how we have 
misunderstood each other, and how, after all, we 
are so closely linked together. Yesterday after- 
noon it looked at one time as if a storm-cloud 
were about to burst, but after a little while we 
discovered that even then we were practically a 
unit. And I leave this council chamber with the 
confident expectation that the harmony which has 
characterised the meetings so far will continue to 
the end, and that as a result of this Conference 
there will be taken forward steps in our great 
Sunday School movement."] 

Mr. EDWARD TOWERS : " Evidence has been given 
that the International Lessons Committee have to 
some extent carried out the principle of consecutive 
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study of separate books, and would it not be well 
slightly to alter the wording, and say ' that we 
recommend the principle of consecutive study of 
separate books/ inasmuch as we have done it in 
the past, and then we should not be discussing 
what we are all agreed upon?" 

Mr. F. F. BELSEY : " One little word ' still ' would 
recognise the fact that it is not a new departure." 

Mr. W. H. GROSEE, : " The question of consecutive- 
ness in relation to the New Testament is raised 
with the question of the length of the courses. 
You can get through the G-ospel of Mark con- 
secutively in six months, and we have done so 
more than once, though on one occasion we made 
the lessons somewhat short, and carried them 
through the whole year. But in the case of the 
twenty-eight chapters of Matthew, you require 
more than six months, and yet it is perhaps some- 
what difficult, without making the lessons very 
short, to extend it to fifty-two or even forty-eight 
lessons. 

"In regard to the Old Testament courses, they 
would from the character of the matter and the 
necessity of omitting numerous chapters, which 
contain matter unsuitable for young people to read 
in class, and still more so when the sex of the 
teacher differs from the sex of the scholars, as it 
often does in English schools give courses of 
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irregular length. I should like to ask our Ameri- 
can brethren whether there are any business, or 
financial or other reasons preventing or prohibiting 
courses of elective length, such as nine months, 
ten months, seven months?" 

Dr. STAHR: "It has occurred to me that we 
might say that we commend the principle of 
affording opportunity for the consecutive study of 
separate books and definite periods of Sacred 
History. So far as I am personally concerned, 
and I think I can say the same for the other 
members of the American section of the Committee, 
we all recognise the importance of studying the 
Bible consecutively. Any other branch of study 
we would not take up piecemeal, taking a lesson 
here and there. Separate portions of Scripture 
undoubtedly have their use and importance in that 
way. A minister takes a text and preaches a 
sermon, and a single verse of the Bible may make 
a great impression on the mind, but, after all, if 
we want to get the power of Divine revelation in 
the Bible, we have to take it in the books as a 
whole as the revelation comes to us, and for the 
proper understanding of any book or portion of 
Scripture we have to take it consecutively. So 
far as the Lessons Committee is concerned, we have 
been striving to do that as far as practicable, but 
there are difficulties in the way. There is the 
impossibility of including in the course of study 
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in a cycle of six years everything that ought to 
be included, and therefore the necessity arises for 
cutting out certain portions, but the portions 
selected are always such as give an easy transition 
from one to the other. And if it is understood 
that these words imply no censure upon the Com- 
mittee, I am perfectly willing to vote for the 
resolution. I think it would be well, however, to 
change the wording as I have suggested; and, to 
test the sense of the meeting, I would move that 
this resolution be amended so as to read 



<c ( 



That we commend the principle of 
affording opportunity, as far as practicable, 
for the consecutive study of (a) separate 
books and (6) definite periods of Sacred 
History.' " 

This resolution was seconded by Dr. GAEVIE, 
and unanimously carried. 

THE USE OF THE POETICAL AND PKOPHETICAL 
BOOKS AND OF THE EPISTLES. 

The next resolution submitted was 

" That further use fie made of the Poetical 
and Prophetical Books of the Old Testament, 
and of the Epistles of the New Testament, in 
illustration of the contemporary history and its 
teaching." 



64 THE NEW CENTURY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Dr. SCHAUFFLER : "I move, Mr. Chairman, that 
this resolution be deleted from the Agenda. I do 
so because we are now dealing with lesson courses 
for the Intermediate scholars. In former years 
the Lessons Committee, before it had reached the 
point that it has now reached, used to give us 
long sections from the Prophets and Epistles, 
sometimes two or three consecutive lessons from 
Proverbs, and always when we came to those 
periods there would rise a cry from the teachers. 
Therefore in later years we have only interwoven 
into the historic portion such very precious bits 
of prophecy or epistle or psalm as illustrated the 
period, or were properly interwoven into the 
period. The children and the teachers won't stand 
long didactic work on our side of the water, and 
we have done it as much as it is safe to do it 
with our teachers." 

Prof. A. S. PEAKS: "I entirely agree with Dr. 
Schauffler's principles. What I object to is the 
application that is made of them. My own feeling 
is very strong indeed that long didactic, abstruse 
portions are entirely unsuited to the Intermediate 
Course. I would explain the kind of thing that I 
think ought to be worked into the course. When 
you get to the conversion of Paul, you have Paul's 
own account of it in the Epistle to the Galatians. 
You ought to read that account in connection with 
the narrative in Acts. When you come to the 
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question of the Council at Jerusalem, you ought 
to read it in connection with the early verses of 
the second chapter. Take that thrilling, mag- 
nificent passage in 2 Cor. xi. That ought to be 
read surely at some point of the Apostle's career 
as an illustration of the difficulties and trials 
through which he had to pass, and it is not a 
difficult matter at all to bring it to the level of 
the children. And the same is true of the Pro- 
phets. 

"Take Jonah, for example. You have almost 
the high-water mark of prophecy reached in the 
book of Jonah. It is a fascinating story. Why 
should that be omitted ? But in the last scheme 
where the Prophets were included, Jonah was en- 
tirely left out. . I believe there is very much more 
biographical material both in the Prophets and 
Epistles that you could use. I don't think there 
is any difference of principle between Dr. Schauffler 
and myself, but I do think that more use might 
be made of the sections which stand, in intrinsic 
character and interest, very much on the level 
with the historic portion, and would very greatly 
enrich the lessons." 

Dr. A. E. GrARViE: "I venture to submit this 
form, which will commend itself to Dr. Schauffier. 
I must express my difference from Prof. Peake in 
regard to the Psalms, for I do not think the schools 
we have to deal with, or our teachers, can possibly 
' 5 
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treat a series of Psalms. I hope I am not at all 
academic in my standpoint, but those of us who 
devote our lives to these kinds of study may find a 
life and beauty and meaning in a psalm, which 
make it difficult for us to realise how it cannot 
mean quite as much to the teacher and scholar. 
And having been for a good many years a Sunday 
School teacher, and having kept up my contact 
with Sunday School work, I look at it from the 
standpoint that I occupied when a young man. 
I would not for a moment advocate a number of 
Psalms to be treated consecutively. I suggest that 
the resolution read as follows, omitting the words, 
'that further use may be made of: 

"'That the Poetical and Prophetical books 
of the Old Testament and the Epistles of 
the New Testament should be used when 
possible in illustration of the contemporary 
history and its teaching.'" 

This was unanimously approved. 

THE LENGTH OF THE COURSES. 

The next resolution had reference to the length 
of the courses, and after a short discussion it was 
passed unanimously in the following form: 

"That the present cycle of six years 
be deemed of suitable length, as also the 



THIRD SESSION 67 

average proportion of New to Old Testa- 
ment subjects, viz. 7 to 5." 



THE REVIEW LESSON. 

The Conference then proceeded to discuss the 
suggestion : 

" That in the arrangement and length of the 
courses regard should ~be had to the respective 
requirements of the subject matter, and the 
Review Lesson inserted at some suitable point, 
or at the close of each series, rather than always 
and arbitrarily on the last Sunday of the 
Quarter. Also, that in some courses a Preview 
Lesson might be used to awaken interest" 

Mr. F. F. BELSEY : " I suppose for the last thirty 
years I have taken the Review Lesson always 
with the entire school, and I have consequently 
some experience of the difficulties that arise from 
the Eeview Lesson having to include subjects that 
are not always related. And I think if we could 
review a certain series of lessons upon some historic 
section, or upon some special book or doctrine, it 
would be a very great help to us in our educa- 
tional work. And I think it would be very much 
better, instead of always saying the last Sunday 
in the Quarter shall be Eeview Sunday, to say 
that when we come to the end of a certain series 
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of lessons we should have 'Eeview Sunday, and the 
results would be more helpful than at present. I 
"believe in the Review most profoundly, and I very 
much regret that in our schools the Eeview Lesson 
is so frequently put aside. It is one of the most 
important lessons we have, and I should very 
much like to see it made as effective as possible." 

The Eev. C. H. KELLY: "In dealing with these 
questions, it is a matter of fact that, in our 
country schools, certainly not half of them take 
the Eeview Lesson. We ought to make the Eeview 
effective in those schools where hitherto it has not 
been used." 

Dr. SCHAUFFLER : " It may be well that we change 
the Eeview to such periods as will include great 
periods in Bible History, though even there I should 
want to go a little slowly. When you have a 
constituency of 20,000,000 you have got to give a 
very good reason for changing what they have been 
doing for thirty years. We have tried to produce 
consecutive courses as far as we can, and make 
them synchronise with the annual or semi-annual 
Eeview." 

Dr. A. E. G-ARVIE: "Would there be any difficulty 
in having, say a seven months' course in the New 
Testament, and then a five months' course in the 
Old ? " 



THIRD SESSION 69 

Dr. SCHAUFFLER: "Yes, there would be, because 
we have trained our constituency on both sides of 
the water to quarterly work, and to switch off in 
the middle of the quarter from the New Testament 
to the Old would raise a great deal of outcry." 

The Eev. E. CULLEY : " I am thoroughly in favour 
of the Eeview Lesson, whether it is at the end of 
the quarter or whether it is two-thirds through the 
quarter. But as to the length of the courses, I 
think that should be left as it now is, with the 
Committee." 

Mr. PEPPER: "For more than twenty years I 
have had the general surveillance of over five 
hundred schools in our part of the country, and 
I dare to affirm that not more than one-third 
of them carefully observe Eeview Sunday. They 
switch it off on to something else, and chiefly now 
on the matter of Missions. That subject has grown 
very greatly among us, and I believe out of the 584 
schools there are at least 500 of them that give 
their attention on the Eeview day to the subject of 
Missions rather than review. I greatly desire that 
some change should be made, that would make 
Eeview Sunday a more popular and more generally 
observed day." 

Dr. EOWLAND: "There is one question which I 
think has not been answered. The question was, 
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whether there was any difficulty on the American 
side raised by the publishers of the lessons which 
would make it impossible for us to carry out a 
Eeview such as was presented here ? I think Dr. 
Schauffler's answer was that the difficulty would 
lie in the schools, but would there be any difficulty 
raised by the publishers on the other side of the 
Atlantic?" 

Mr. PEPPER : " I have come very closely in con- 
tact with the business end of the work, and I 
see no financial difficulty in this matter of the 
irregularity of the Eeview, because it would come 
in the Quarterly at some point, and would not 
interfere with the issue of the Quarterly by three 
months or any other way, but would simply come 
in its proper place whether regularly or irregularly." 

Mr. F. F. BELSEY : " The publishers would have 
the added advantage of being able to give really 
useful suggestive lessons, which now they do not." 

Dr. A. E. GrARViE : " Could nothing be done in the 
way of printing to call the teachers' attention to the 
importance of the Eeview ? And could nothing be 
done in the way of giving a title to that Eeview, 
and indicating the common subject which the lessons 
of the previous section specially illustrate?" 

Dr. SCHAUFFLER: "The difficulty in this whole 
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matter goes back to the superintendent and teacher, 
and their competence." 

Mr. 0. WATEKS : " Could not the Lesson Com- 
mittee select one or more salient points, and make 
the Eeview Lesson cover these points?" 

Mr. E. TOWERS : "I was about to make a similar 
suggestion ^that the Eeview Lesson should take 
more the form of an illustration of the preceding 
lessons. Of course, the Eeview would come in to 
some extent, but it would mainly be in illustration 
of the chief teachings of the lessons of the quarter." 

The Eev. E. CULLEY : " Any wise superintendent or 
teacher can select in the Eeview Sunday that which 
he can make most effective. It is impossible to go 
over all the ground, and yet for proper review you 
can see how important it is that the main point of 
each lesson shall be brought out. I think we must 
hesitate to make any change." 

Prof. S. W. G-REEN: "I would suggest that we 

<-j< ' 

should enlarge this field, by laying down the 
principle that the purpose of the Eeview is to 
focus some truth of the previous lessons rather 
than to recapitulate the whole, and that in the 
future the Committee shall give a definite title to 
each Eeview Lesson and assign a portion of Scripture 
to be read." 
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The following resolution was finally drafted and 
passed : 

"It is suggested, however, that in the 
arrangement and length of the courses 
regard should be had to the respective 
requirements of the subject matter, and the 
Review Lesson be inserted at the most 
suitable point in each series, rather than 
always and arbitrarily on the last Sunday 
of the quarter. 

"And, further, that as the Review is 
intended rather to focus some main teach- 
ing of the series which it closes, than to 
recapitulate the whole, the Committee should 
in future afford the guidance of a definite 
title to each Review and of illustrative 
Scripture. 

" A Preview Lesson may at times be use- 
fully prescribed, to be dealt with similarly 
by the Committee." 



FOUBTH SESSION. 

THE TEMPERANCE LESSONS. 

A LONG and frank discussion took place on a 
resolution, introduced by the British delegates, 
asking that the rigid rule of Quarterly Temperance 
Lessons should be relaxed. The American section, 
however, were unanimously of opinion that their 
constituency would not permit of any such relax- 
ation. 

Finally, the following resolution was passed: 
" Considering the difficulties of the question, and 
appreciating the views expressed, we now pass to 
the next question, it being understood that the 
British section may, if- they so desire, adopt alter- 
native lessons in the three quarters other than that 
in which the Annual Temperance Sunday falls." 

THE COMMITTEE AND PUBLISHING. 

A resolution was then submitted by the British 
Committee, to the effect 

" That it would be highly advantageoiis if 
an International series of cheap text-books for 
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teachers, dealing with Scripture History, Bio- 
graphy, etc., could be prepared and published" 

Mr. W. H. G-ROSEE: "The gist of it lies in the 
word ' International.' " 



Dr. STAHR: "I may be in error. I do not 
remember to have seen an explicit declaration 
made on the subject, but it has always seemed to 
me that it was the office of the Lessons Committee 
simply to select the lessons to get the best possible 
course of lessons that can be provided, and that 
everything in the nature of instructions to teachers 
and scholars was to be provided by the different 
denominations concerned in the interdenominational 
work of the International Lessons Scheme. Is not 
this beyond the province of our Committee ? I ask 
for information." 

Dr. EEXFORD : " According to the practice of 
the American section of the Committee, the only 
thing issued under their authority is the List of 
Lessons. Nothing else is published by the Inter- 
national Lessons Committee. No comments, no 
illustrations, no manual, are issued by our Committee, 
so that as far as the American section is concerned 
the publishing of a series of text-books by the 
Committee, to be called International, would have 
to receive the authority of the Association." 
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Mr. E. TOWEES: "I do not think it is our 
province to undertake manuals of any kind. It is 
a work for the publishers." 

Dr. STAHE: "This resolution says 'International 
series.' Who has a right to use that word ' Inter- 
national' or to authorise its use, except this 
Committee or the Executive Committee of the 
Association ? " 

Mr. PEPPEE: "Each denomination in America 
has one or more manuals specially written for 
teacher training work. I believe there would be 
grave opposition if we were to send out anything of 
the sort under the authority of the International 
Lessons Committee or the International Association. 
I believe it would be a mistake for us to undertake, 
as a Lessons Committee, to publish comments or 
manuals of any kind." 

Dr. SCHAUITLEE: "I really don't think we have 
any call to come in here even by way of recom- 
mendation. We should run counter to many vested 
interests. Publishers would say we were recommend- 
ing a cheap series of International studies, and 
running counter to those courses of study that they 
have already put money into for our sakes. It 
would be most unfortunate on our side, and it does 
not seem to me that this particular gathering has 
anything to do with this subject." 
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Dr. A. E. GARVIE : " I move that we pass on to 
the next topic." This was put to the meeting, 
and carried unanimously. 

[At this stage Dr. GARVIE'S College duties made 
it impossible for him to attend the remaining 
sessions of the Conference. In leaving, he said: 
" I should like in a few words to express the 
pleasure I have had in being here. I feel, what 
I am sure all of us have felt, the great advan- 
tage of meeting one another face to face. "We 
come to see into one another's minds far better than 
we possibly could through writing. We shall go on 
with very much more heart and very much more 
intelligence because we have had the privilege of 
meeting our American brethren, and I am sure we 
can look back on our discussions with the utmost 
satisfaction, for we have worked together as men 
who have been under the guidance of the Spirit of 
God."] 

THE GOLDEN TEXTS. 

Before the session closed, Professor A. S. PEAKE 
briefly introduced the topic of the Golden Texts, 
in view of a fuller discussion at the next session. 
He said, in part: "What is the most important 
thing in connection with the memory work of the 
Sunday School? To my mind the most important 
thing is that the passages which are intrinsically 
the most important should be stored in the 
memory, not the passages which simply sum up 
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the lesson, but the passages which are themselves 
the most important. If you follow the present 
plan you limit yourself in the selection of Golden 
Texts by the application to the lesson with which 
you are dealing, and there may be many passages 
which, from that point of view, will be excellent 
as memory texts; yet there are other passages 
which, for their own sake, it is most important 
that the children should know. In that way you 
get the treatment of what is topically more 
useful and intrinsically less valuable. That is my 
position in a nutshell. 

" I feel so much, if I may say so, the preciousness 
of great passages of Scripture, and their extreme 
value for the child in after life, that I am most 
concerned that the passages they learn be what 
would be the most helpful and beautiful portions 
.of Scripture, and those most valuable to them. 
I do not think you will gain that until you 
detach their choice from the lessons. I should 
be very thankful if our friends would think this 
matter over in the interval, so that to-morrow 
morning they may come with some suggestions 
about it." 

Dr. SCHAUFFLEK : " Could Prof. Peake indicate to 
us a little more in detail what he means. Does 
he mean consecutive passages ? " 

Prof. A. S. PEAKE : " I think that as a rule that 
should not be done, but there are certain cases 
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where I should apply it. For example, with 
reference to the Beatitudes. I should have the 
Beatitudes learned in that way. Probably a passage 
like i. Cor. xiii. might be committed in that way. 
But for the most part I should take those 'jewel' 
texts which are so quite out of their setting." 

Mr. PEPPER : " Then your idea is that the Golden 
Text should have no reference to the lesson at all ?" 

Prof.. A. S. PEAKE : " In the first instance you 
would go through Scripture very carefully and 
pick out the 'Golden' passages. I should have 
several lists made. It is a matter worth any 
amount of time and trouble to get the very best 
selection possible. After we had that, a particular 
text could be married to a particular lesson. I 
would combine the two, but I would not make 
my selection of the list of Golden Texts depend 
upon the lessons at all." 

Mr. PEPPER: "Would you have more than one 
verse per Sunday?" 

Prof. A. S. PEAKE: "Not as a rule, unless you 
had decided that the present Golden Text should 
be retained under the title of 'The Memory Text.' 
The name 'Golden Text' would be reserved for the 
texts chosen for their intrinsic beauty." 

[This discussion was taken up again at the end 
of the Fifth Session. See page 92.] 



FIFTH SESSION". 

THE Chair was taken on Friday morning by 
Dr. Eowland, and prayer was offered by Dr. Stahr. 

THE ADVANCED COUESE PARALLEL LESSONS. 

The first subject in the Agenda was the following 
resolution, drafted by the British Committee: 

" Should it be found practicable to prepare 
International Lessons for Senior Glasses, it is 
considered important that these should include 
instruction on the progress of Eevealed Truth, 
and on Christian Doctrine and Ethics, and the 
simpler aspects of Christian Apologetics ; also 
some connected view of the Bible as a whole, 
and in its several divisions" 

Dr. SCHAUFFLEK: "The last recommendation of 
our Editorial Association, which is made up of 
seventy-two lesson writers, is that the Advanced 
Course proceed parallel with the International 
Lessons. That is, if the International is studying 
along the line of the Gospel of St. John, the 
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Advanced Course is parallel to that, only on a very 
much higher grade. And the last series of lessons 
that we have in hand now, and which some of us 
are to pass on here in London and have printed 
instantly in America, deals with the Gospel of 
John from a higher standpoint, and with the rise 
of the monarchy from a higher standpoint. "We 
must parallel, otherwise you do not keep your 
Sunday School running along reasonably even 
lines. That is the situation on our side of the 
water." 

The Eev. FRANK JOHNSON : " What Dr. Schauffler 
has said about the Advanced Courses being parallel 
with the Intermediate Courses is a new thought to 
me. And I do not know whether that plan could 
be defended educationally. I was hoping that one 
of the results of this Conference would be to make 
the curriculum of the entire school harmonise with 
the laws of child development, and governed in its 
main divisions by children's interests. The children 
under nine would form the Primary Department, 
with the emphasis on Nature, the pictorial, and the 
objective. Then, in the period from nine to fifteen, 
the Intermediate Division, you would have lessons 
largely biographical and historical. Next would 
come the adolescent stage, with which our Senior 
Division is mainly concerned, with its special needs 
and perils. All these interests and needs would 
regulate us in planning the courses. If that prin- 
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ciple were adopted, I hardly see how the principle 
of parallel lessons could be accepted." 

Dr. SCHAUJTLER : " I suppose that on our side 
the idea of the Editorial Association was somewhat 
along this line. If you can parallel courses and 
at the same time preserve the idea of a really 
Advanced Course, that Advanced Course will he 
more widely adopted if it runs along the same 
lines with the sections the others are studying. 
That is to say, if the main school is studying the 
Gospel of John, it will be much easier to induce 
the teachers of the Advanced Classes to accept 
an Advanced Course than it will be if the main 
school is studying John and the Senior Department 
studying something else. The hope was that we 
could so parallel as to meet the needs of the larger 
part of the Advanced Classes. You will see from 
the titles how enormously higher this section is. 
These are vastly higher themes than any Inter- 
mediate teacher can handle, and yet they are 
parallel in the main Scripture portions with what 
the major part of the school is doing. We are 
striving for that." 

Mr. E. TOWERS: "I like exceedingly the idea 
of Advanced teaching running on parallel lines. 
If you have a topic in the Intermediate Depart- 
ment, it can be treated in a more advanced way 
for the elder scholars." 
6 



82 THE NEW CENTURY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Mr. PEPPER: "The feeling of some of us is that this 
parallel idea on higher lines meets the very point- 
Mr. Johnson has brought out, about adapting the 
lessons to the laws of mind ; and, in the second place, 
the parallel idea is a very valuable one in the 
home. When the same general idea is run through 
the lessons, there is a kind of community of 
feeling among scholars in the same family on the 
subject." 

Prof. A. S. PEAKE: "I am afraid I cannot hold 
out any hope from my own point of view that the 
British section will accept placidly the idea of 
parallel lessons. I feel very strongly that this 
is a matter where we have got to go back to first 
principles. We have to ask ourselves, What is it 
that we set before ourselves as the outcome of 
these Senior Classes ? Surely what we want is not 
to determine the teaching of these Senior Classes 
by any such mechanical consideration as that they 
should be studying the same thing, taught on a 
higher platform, as is being studied in the lower 
sections of the school. We have to remember that 
we come face to face, say at the age of fifteen, 
with a wholly new set of problems and conditions. 
We are launching our boys and girls then into the 
great stream of life. I do not know how it is in 
America, but in England the situation is critical in 
the extreme. I cannot over-emphasise my convic- 
tion of the ominous state of things that lies before us 
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with reference to religious thought in this country. 
We have a strong socialistic paper called the 
Clarion, edited very skilfully and ably, which has 
deserted its line of dealing with purely economic 
questions, and has carried through a campaign 
against Christianity, which has had an enormous 
influence among the working people of our country. 
And we are not seeing the full fruit of that yet. 
That seed which is being sown is resulting in 
this, that in workshop and office, and wherever 
men get together, these topics have been discussed, 
and are being discussed more and more; and are 
we to send out our young people without any 
effective defence of their faith ? That is one thing 
why it is suggested that apologetics should be 
taken into account. 

"But there is another thing. It is not only a 
question of defending the faith that they have; 
but I am bound to say I don't think the Sunday 
School at present has solved the problem of giving 
those who are in it a coherent idea of what 
Christianity really is. 

"I quite agree that the Bible must remain the 
main text-book even in the Senior Division, but my 
conviction is that it will have to be taught in a 
more definite fashion. The whole scheme of lessons 
will have to be constructed on an entirely different 
basis. We cannot construct the scheme on the 
basis of the read portions. We should have to have 
a scheme of a more topical character, perhaps, in 
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which it is quite possible that we should read as 
much Scripture in class as is read at present, but 
where we should not take passages of Scripture that 
are read as the basis on which the lesson is to be 
constructed, but follow the idea of development. 

"For example, in regard to the Prophets, I am not 
arguing for the idea that we should study or read 
them all. I should devote, say, possibly two lessons 
to Amos, the most significant passages to be read 
at the beginning of the class, and then expounded. 
But I would have the teacher start by giving such 
an account of the political conditions as should 
make the historic setting of the book intelligible. 
Then I would deal with the mission of the prophet, 
avoiding going into too much detail, and then in the 
light of that these passages which are most signi- 
ficant for the comprehension of the prophet would 
come up for discussion. Similarly in the case of 
Isaiah. We should start out with the vision of 
Isaiah, in which you have the whole of Isaiah's 
message. And then I should deal with the New 
Testament in the same way. When we come to 
deal with Paul, for example, we shall have to deal 
with his writings as a connected system of theology, 
and set forth for our scholars the way in which that 
theology grew out of the apostle's own experience. 
The thing can be made extremely fascinating. 

" I think that it would be of untold service to the 
quality of religious life of our Churches in the next 
generation, if we can send out our children and 
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young people, even with nothing more than this, 
that they understand the teaching of Jesus in its 
main outline, the teaching of Paul, the teaching of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews if they understand 
these things, not as fragments, but as a connected 
whole, each part closely linked and dovetailed into 
the other, it would be of the utmost value. Even 
if we did not rise above this to a definite treatment 
.of what is called systematic theology, I feel that 
even this weekly elementary study would be of 
incalculable value for the deepening of the religious 
life of our children. But I feel sure that you must 
let the Word of God have free course in this re- 
spect, and not be hindered by considering whether 
you are running on parallel lines. What is to be 
the quality of the religious life in our Churches a 
quarter of a century from now? It is this Committee 
which has to settle that problem more than any 
other organisation. That is why I feel the vital 
importance of this meeting. 

" Then, of course, we have the situation referred to 
by Mr. Towers, the large number of uneducated 
classes. If they cannot use the material along these 
lines, after all, they can still go on using the 
International Lessons for the Intermediate Depart- 
ment. But do not let us prevent the best of our 
young people, whose addition to us means most for 
the future of the Church, from getting the very best 
religious education we can give them because that 
educated study is too advanced for a considerable 
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number of our people. I feel that here is one of our 
most vital and critical problems. I should hope 
very strongly that this Conference will not break up 
without declaring itself on this question, and doing 
its best to secure for the young people of our 
Churches the very best religious instruction that 
you can give them. The Bible must remain the 
main text-book, but it must be studied in "the 
Advanced Classes along different lines from that 
of the lower school." 

Prof. S. W. GREEN: "I confess I feel insuper- 
able difficulties as to the suggestion of parallel 
Bible courses for the upper school, for several 
reasons. It has been suggested, I think quite 
wisely, that whatever course of lessons we provide 
on these lines for the Senior School, a great number 
of our Senior Classes will confine themselves to the 
ordinary International Lesson. The temptation will 
be, if you have a parallel lesson on a higher plane, 
that many classes will undertake that for which 
they are wholly unfitted. I would far rather these 
classes would keep to the ordinary course, and not 
study the Advanced Course on the same lines. I 
would say this too: as a matter of fact these 
Scripture lessons on a higher grade would be vastly 
more difficult for the classes than a course of lessons 
that we would prepare on other lines. I do not say 
this to criticise the scheme which Dr. Schauffler was 
good enough to put into our hands, but take this for 
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instance: Here are the first five lessons parallel 
lessons I imagine- on this higher grade. The first 
lesson is the authorship and date of the Gospel 
according to St. John, and that is to be settled 
in half an hour. Certainly you have unbounded 
courage if you think your teacher could deal with 
that subject in a single afternoon. Then, in another 
afternoon you go into the relation of St. John's 
Gospel to the Synoptics. If you are going to study 
the Bible in this way, you at once plunge into the 
most controversial and difficult matter. 

" Now, on the other hand, if you deal with ethical 
problems, the development of the Bible and its 
influence, etc., you 'have what is intensely interest- 
ing, what is of the utmost importance just at this 
time, and you keep clear of very profound difficulties. 

" Then we have to remember that you are not only 
seeking to deal with present-day difficulties into 
which these young minds will plunge, but you are 
training teachers. You hope to get your Sunday 
School teachers from these Sunday School classes. 
Now here, on this side at any rate, we have courses 
for teachers in Christian ethics, doctrines, apolo- 
getics, etc. And the pity of it is, as one can tell 
from somewhat sad experience, these teachers have 
really only come to these subjects when they have 
begun to prepare for this specific examination. It 
will be an immense advantage if in some way you 
can give them a grounding in these things while 
they are still in the classes in the Sunday Schools." 
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Prof PRICE: "This ideal which Prof. Peake has 
set forth is exactly the ideal we have had in mind. 
We recognise the adolescent period of youth. But 
as has already been indicated, the moment the thing 
was put before the publishers they said they could 
not handle it. In order to overcome that, the most 
advanced teachers in some of our schools are taking 
up and constructing courses of their own on these 
very points. The University of Chicago is putting 
out books along these very lines at the present time. 
But so far as preparing lessons for our publishers 
is concerned, the publishers wrote very strongly, 
urging that the lessons be made parallel, otherwise 
they could not handle them, because there was so 
small a demand for lessons on these various themes, 
which we all agree ought to be published, and there- 
fore we have been forced by circumstances to 
prepare lessons along parallel lines, as has already 
been indicated. Some of the most thoroughly 
organised schools about Chicago, and some of the 
best teachers, are constructing their own lessons, 
and they are lessons which answer all these points 
which Prof. Peake has mentioned." 

Dr. EOWLAND: "We should be only too thankful for 
a series of lessons drawn up on the lines Dr. Peake 
has indicated. I think we are bound to do some- 
thing to meet the difficulties of the young people." 

The Eev. FEANK JOHNSON: "Speaking from the 
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editorial and publishing standpoint, it is really 
much easier to deal with a properly graded course, 
than with one lesson adapted to many grades. The 
latter involves much duplicating of material. In a 
graded system handbooks can be more easily used, 
and these lighten the task of providing elaborate 
notes on history, geography, etc." 

Dr. KOWLAND : "I think you are all of the 
opinion that it would be desirable to prepare 
lessons of this kind for the Senior Classes. I am 
sure they are absolutely essential, and if we do 
not prepare them, they will be prepared by inde- 
pendent authorities." 

Dr. SCHAUFFLEE: "I fancy our American friends 
cannot vote 'aye' on that, because we have our 
courses in the field, and just now to take a step 
which would involve quietly setting aside these two 
without any conference with the constituency on 
our side would put us in a very bad position. The 
point with us is, that we have been forced ahead of 
our British friends, and have gone ahead of them. 
This thing is going to be a survival of the fittest. 
We could not throw our courses aside. If our 
British brethren will prepare one or two courses, 
we will consider them. If they are better than 
ours, they will survive, and ours will perish. If, on 
the other hand, ours are better, they will survive. 
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We have planned out the Advance Scheme for two 
years." 

The following resolution, moved by the Eev. 
FBANK JOHNSON, was then adopted: 

" This Conference, believing that it would 
be helpful to prepare International Lessons 
for Senior Classes which shall include 
instruction on the progress of Revealed 
Truth, and on Christian Doctrine and 
Ethics, and the simpler aspects of Christian 
Apologetics, also some connected view of 
the Bible as a whole and in its several 
divisions, hereby requests the British Section 
to prepare schemes of this character." 

THE PEIMARY COURSE. 

Dr. SCHATJFFLER : "Why should we not request 
our British brethren to prepare a Primary Course ? 
Our Primary Course will come before our Committee 
a year from now. Supposing our British brethren 
were to prepare a Primary Course. We might 
adopt their course. We should work ours out; 
and you would work yours out. The survival 
of the fittest will prove to be the law of progress. 
It will not be easy work. It is a very easy 
thing to prepare a one year's course for the 
Primary Department; it is more than twice as 
hard to prepare a two years' course; it is 
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more than three times as hard to prepare a 
three years' course. I speak out of considerable 
experience. When we had our first year's Beginners' 
Course, it was relatively easy to go through the 
Scriptures and pick out the most beautiful stories 
for the beginners. When we came to pick out 
ninety-six of them, it was more than twice as hard, 
because we had taken the kernel of things in the 
forty-eight. It will still be more difficult to plan 
a three years' course, but it would be very much 
easier to adopt such a course on our side. If you 
prepare a three years' course, it will require a great 
deal of inspiration on your part, and a great deal 
more perspiration!" 

Dr. SCHAUITLEB then moved the following resolu- 
tion, which was seconded by Dr. STAHE, and 
carried : 

" That the British Section of the Lessons 
Committee be requested to prepare a three 
years' Primary Course to cover the ages six 
to nine." 
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THE ADJOURNED DISCUSSION ON GOLDEN TEXTS. 

Prof. A. S. PEAKE: "In regard to the Golden 
Texts, my point is that I think it desirable that, in 
the first instance at any rate, the selection of Golden 
Texts should be entirely distinct from the selection of 
the lessons. If it is considered desirable, a memory 
text to give the gist of the lesson or drive home 
what it is intended to teach might be added, but the 
most vital thing is that the best jewels, so to speak, 
should be selected from Scripture for their own 
sake, and learned by heart. This is what we would 
call the true 'Golden Text,' as distinct from a 
selection which is made in order to fit a particular 
lesson. That is the suggestion that I would 
make." 

Mr. E. TOWERS : " I hold the opinion that in the 
selection of the Golden Texts regard should be had 
to the emphasising and illustrating of the central 
truth contained in the Scripture portion to be 
studied. My idea is that the teacher should not 
only commence his lesson with the mention of the 
Golden Text, but should have the thought of the 
Golden Text running right through it. If the text 
be fixed firmly in the memory of a child, he cannot 
recall it without connecting it with the incidents of 
the lesson so studied." 

Dr. EEXFORD: "I do not understand that Prof. 
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Peake claims that it is a disadvantage if you have 
a strong, precious passage, which does illustrate the 
truth conveyed in the lesson, that that Golden Text 
should be used for that purpose as well as because 
of its intrinsic value. But the point which Prof. 
Peake makes is that the dominating and determining 
principle shall be the intrinsic value of the text, and 
not its relation to the specified lesson and truth 
which is imparted. 

"I fancy, Mr. Chairman, if we take the Golden 
Texts for a couple of years and write them out, 
you will find that we shall be obliged to label them 
as precious portions of Scripture. It may be that 
occasionally, in order to illustrate a lesson we have 
selected a weaker passage than we would, had we 
been following the principle laid down by Prof. 
Peake, but on the whole you will find that that 
principle has been honoured in the general character 
of the texts that have been selected. We have been 
criticised on this point as forcibly as on any other 
point of our work, and the determination to select 
a passage that shall illustrate the great truth of 
the lesson, and at the same time be short, and of 
permanent value, has been our determining principle 
for the past six years. While there might be some 
gain by the adoption of the suggestion of Prof. 
Peake, I think that it would not outweigh the 
loss that will be sustained in doing away with 
Golden Texts selected to illustrate the great truth 
which is conveyed in the lesson." 
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Prof. S. W. GREEN: "I cannot help feeling that 
it would be wise to do as Prof. Peake suggests, 
and that a collection of true G-olden Texts should 
be made. That body of texts would be then 
available for use by the International Committee, 
and, so far as possible, the texts would be fitted to 
the lessons, but that would not be the dominating 
feature. 

" So far as my experience goes, there is no work 
more difficult, and no work in which the subjective, 
individual element is apt to obtain such mastery 
as in the selection of the Golden Texts. I really 
do not think you ought to put upon your Committee 
the task of choosing the particular texts which 
illustrate, in their judgment, the lesson from the 
list of passages in question. Although I agree 
with Dr. Eexford, that if you were to take the 
list of the past six years you would find a large 
number of 'Golden Texts,' you would also find a 
very large number which were nothing of the 
sort. We shall get all we aim for, and get it 
much more effectively, if we first make our list 
of texts, and then adapt them so far as may be 
possible to the lessons." 

Prof. PEAKE then submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was seconded by Prof. GREEN: 

" That the Committee "be requested, to prepare 
a list of texts, which shall be chosen for their 
intrinsic value rather than to illustrate and 
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emphasise the lesson, and that from these the 
' Golden Texts' shall le selected." 

Mr. MAKION LAWEANCE: "I should like to say 
a word from the standpoint of a practical Sunday- 
school Superintendent. In the first place, if this 
resolution should prevail I am giving you simply 
my own judgment after thirty-one years' super- 
intendency, and after eighteen years of observation 
of Sunday Schools all over North America, if the 
Golden Texts should depart from the custom of the 
past, and not be chosen with a view of centralising 
the truth of the lesson, the resolution will be a 
dead letter in North America. It cannot be done 
there. The Golden Text has taken such deep root, 
and has brought forth such beautiful sweet fruit 
in our Sunday Schools, that the separation of the 
Golden Text from the central truth idea is quite 
beyond our power to effect, at least in our generation. 
Furthermore, the two thoughts are not inconsistent 
one with the other. Prof. Peake has a beautiful 
idea. I am sure that many of our Golden Texts, 
if they were to be rechosen, would be changed. 
In my Sunday School of 1400 members, it has 
been my custom for many years to select just 
those passages which might be called passages that 
were valuable for their intrinsic worth. At the 
same time I think we ought to take into account 
not only the beauty of a passage, but we ought to 
take passages of comfort and passages of warning. 
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"Our Primary teachers and teachers of children 
under twelve, especially when they are in our 
mission schools, have felt that they have done 
some good in fixing the Golden Texts in their 
minds. And the very thing that Mr. Towers has 
brought out has been true, that these Golden Texts 
do come up and help people in after years. 

" A resolution to the effect that the Golden Texts 
should combine these two, the intrinsic worth from 
the standpoint of beauty and warning, and comfort 
and counsel, together with the central truth of the 
lesson, would be a step in advance. I am sure the 
work would profit by such a resolution, and it 
would go far to improving the Golden Texts. I 
do believe that our Golden Texts have been well 
chosen for the most part. If we could have some 
verses that are chosen by our Committee, aside 
from the Golden Texts, in addition to them, for 
memorising, I should recommend that. But I 
trust the Golden Texts will never be divorced 
from the central thought of the lessons with 
which they are connected." 

Dr. SCHAUFFLER : " I have in my hand the lessons 
for 1909, and I have been going over them to see 
which of the Golden Texts are valuable in and of 
themselves, so that we should store in the child's 
mind a nugget of pure gold. Out of the fifty-two, 
I count twenty that are pure gold in themselves, 
and that leaves thirty-two that are not, and this 
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is the result of hard work by our Committee, 
governed by this thought that they must bear 
on the lesson. Therefore I favour Prof. Peake's 
resolution, if he will only put in 'so far as 
possible/ so that we need not be bound to that 
list." 

Prof. PEAKE : " I think it might enable us to go 
all together, if Dr. Schauffler's words were inserted. 
At anyrate, it would have this effect, that possibly 
it might train us for something better still." 

Mr. PEPPER : " It seems to me we are very near 
together. I believe that such a list as Prof. Peake 
is proposing is being used in very many of our 
schools in America already. I can see how we 
might make great use of such a list as Prof. Peake 
proposes in some of our memory verses. Those 
verses which we indicate as 'Memory Verses' in 
the lesson are largely a dead letter." 

Dr. KHODES : " So far as the Memory Verses are 
concerned, I believe in what Mr. Lawrance has 
said, and the only way to remedy that is in the 
Sunday Schools themselves. I go into my depart- 
ment every Sunday with a portion of Scripture, 
which is given to the department, and on the next 
Lord's day I want to hear it, and I do. They 
memorise it. I do not believe we will ever succeed 
7 
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in that way of memorising Scripture, unless it is 
done in a practical way by the Pastor himself." 

Prof. PRICE: "So far as the Golden Texts are 
concerned, I think, from experience with all grades 
of scholars, it is essential that the Golden Texts 
should epitomise the truth of the lesson. I have 
found that the most helpful way of fastening the 
teaching of the lesson upon the scholars is through 
the Golden Text. I am willing, as far as possible, 
that the Golden Text should be chosen from these 
portions, but where this cannot be it should give 
the central theme of the lesson, and emphasise 
that." 

The following resolution was then proposed by 
Prof. PEAKE, seconded by Dr. SCHAUEFLER, and was 
unanimously carried: 

"That the Committee be requested to 
prepare a list of texts, which shall be 
chosen in the first instance for their in- 
trinsic value, and that from these, so far 
as possible, the 'Golden Texts' shall be 
selected, to emphasise and enforce the 
central truth contained in the portion of 
Scripture to be studied." 

It was understood that the British Committee 
would prepare the first list of such texts. 
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THE LESSONS FEOM 1912-1917. 

Dr. SCHAUFFLEB then submitted the following 
resolution : 

"That the British Section of the Lessons 
Committee be requested to prepare a 
general scheme for the lessons of 1912- 
1917 inclusive, and a detailed list of the 
lessons for 1912." 

Prof. PEAKE: "There are two points of im- 
portance that arise here. The first touches the 
question of time. I do not know whether our 
American friends quite understand that a good 
many of our people in England are extremely 
impatient with the idea of waiting until 1912 
before we start on fresh ideas. At our Memorial 
Hall Conference I was rather suspected of 
being captured by the conservative party, because 
I had given adhesion to the idea that we should 
not start on reform lines until 1911. It will be 
extremely difficult for me to go back to that 
Conference, for example, and defend the idea of 
waiting a year longer, and it may be quite possible 
that I might not be able (though I should desire 
to be loyal to this Conference in view of the 
interests at stake) to get some of our friends to 
see eye to eye in that respect. 

"Secondly, I want to put this point to the 
Committee is it desirable when we are preparing 
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courses thafc we should plan the outline for six 
years, or should we not do what I think would 
be the desirable thing to do, plan the entire course 
for six years straight away?" 

Dr. SCHAUTFLEK: "The scheme for 1905-11 has 
been adopted by both sections of the Committee, 
and has gone out to the ends of the world. I 
notice with surprise that the Memorial Hall Con- 
ference viewed with alarm the blocking out of 
lessons as far as 1911. I thought to myself, Are 
these brethren Eip Van Winkles? Where have 
they been all this time? Why didn't they know 
this years ago ? They are awake, now let us keep 
them awake, and let us tell them, gentlemen, that 
in International work you have to plan this year 
what you will do five years from now." 

Prof. A. S. PEAKE: "The point was not that 
we did not know that down to 1911 the six years' 
course had been mapped out, but that we shrank 
from the idea that we could not use the new 
elements that are under consideration before that 
time." 

Dr. BEXFOKD : " What elements that we have been 
speaking of to-day cannot be used ? For instance, 
there is no reason why the Primary Course should 
not be prepared and offered to the public before 
that day. And if the Advanced Course could be 
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prepared before that date, there is no reason why 
it should not be introduced. Take also the selec- 
tion of texts. If that list could be put in shape, 
and put before the Committee, there is no reason 
why that list should not be made out before that 
date. But the body of the lessons, so far as the 
topics are concerned, have been announced, and 
could not be modified." 

Dr. KOWLAND : " I think Dr. Eexf ord's suggestion 
meets the difficulty. If we can see our way clear 
to begin earlier the Senior and Primary lessons, it 
would very greatly help us." 

Prof. GREEN: "May I ask what the actual sub- 
ject for 1911 is?" 

Dr. SCHAUFFLER : "It is the Division of the 
Kingdom, the Captivity and Eeturn." 

Prof. GREEN : " I only had it in mind as to 
whether we could weave it into the scheme we 
have in mind for the next six years." 

Mr. W. H. G-ROSER: "There is no doubt that 
the 1911 course will be among the least popular 
in our schools. Old Testament lessons selected 
from those portions of Scripture which have been 
indicated are always less popular among the 
teachers, and I think they find them more difficult 
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to teach, But I think this is purely a question 
of practicability. I venture to think that the 
Primitive Methodist teachers will be quite content 
to wait until the end of the cycle." 

Mr. HAETSHOEN : " May I ask for information, 
for I think our American laymen here would 
especially like to know? Is it the duty of the 
Lessons Committee elected in 1902 to make the 
outline of the lessons from 1912-18 ? " 

Dr. SCHAUFFLEK : " On our side of the water, the 
Committee has always laid out its six years' cycle 
for the period that lies beyond its own term of 
office ; but this is compulsory. The incoming Com- 
mittee, 1908, will be a new Committee. We have 
got, however, to work ahead on that Committee's 
land. We have got to trespass on their territory, 
of necessity, as we have to co-operate with our 
British brethren." 

The resolution was then passed. 

Dr. SCHAUIFLER: "I furthermore move 

"'That the American Section of the 
Lesson Committee prepare the detail out- 
line of lessons for 1911.'" 

The resolution was carried, as also was one for 
adjournment. 
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Dr. STAHR: "May I have just one word before 
you adjourn ? I shall not have the privilege of being 
with you this afternoon, on account of other engage- 
ments, and I feel impelled to say one word before 
we part. I have enjoyed, with my brethren of the 
American Committee, in a way that I cannot express 
the privilege of being with you, meeting you eye 
to eye and heart to heart, and I am sure that our 
conferring together will be of great advantage to 
the world which we represent. 

" I wish I could express how I feel with reference 
to all of the courtesy and kindness which you have 
shown us. This is, perhaps, hardly the place to 
attempt that. There has been a splendid rivalry 
between the British section and the American 
section; each has vied with the other to do its 
best for the service of our common Lord and 
Master, and I am sure we shall continue to do 
that, and be able to do it better than ever before 
because of this Conference." 



SIXTH SESSION. 

DE. ROWLAND presided at the Closing Session on 
Friday afternoon. 



THE CYCLE OF LESSONS FOR 1912-17. 

Dr. REXFOED: "Referring to Professor Peake's 
question, I do not think there would be opposition 
to the cycle being elaborated somewhat more than 
is usual, but I question the advisability of going 
into details on fifty-two lessons for each year so 
far ahead. I am afraid that would be a waste 
of energy and time. Would not practically the 
same ends be met by extending the description 
of that cycle a little more fully than it has been 
extended in the past, and so covering more definitely 
the ground that is intended by the cycle? We 
are undertaking this work in a period belonging 
to another Committee. We do so under the 
necessity of the conditions. But it would be some- 
what different if we were to launch a full detailed 
scheme for the period for which they are really 
appointed." 
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Prof. PEAKE: "My idea was only that we might 
help each other to understand how the whole 
scheme would work out. Of course, I do not want 
to set up my opinion against the experience of 
others, if that is considered better. "We should 
naturally expect our suggestions to be revised. It 
would leave the American Committee quite free. 
If we like to get ahead with our work, I do not 
suppose anyone would object to that." 

Dr. SCHAOTFLEE: "If the English Committee is 
prepared to run the risk of revision and possible 
refusal, we would not object to it, so long as they 
do not kick afterward." 

Prof. PEAKE: "It might be well, possibly, for 
us to prepare one year's detailed course, and see 
how our American friends like that, before we 
went on to prepare the five." 

Dr. BOWLAND: "I think it would be an economy 
of labour if we did so. It is understood that the 
last suggestion of Professor Peake is left in that 
way." 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND MISSIONS. 

The Kev. FRANK JOHNSON: "I desire to ask 
whether anything can be done to give effect to the 
missionary spirit and resolutions of the Borne Con- 
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vention ? "Would it be possible or wise to appoint 
one Sunday annually as the "World's Missionary 
Sunday ? I know that there is much to be said 
against fixing many days devoted to special subjects, 
but the missionary aspect of the school is one that 
ought to be made more prominent." 

Mr. E. K. WARREN : " I suggest that Dr. Bailey, 
Chairman of the World's Sunday School Executive 
Committee, might give us some light on this 
subject." 

Dr. BAILEY : " I must say that I did not know 
at all of this subject being presented here. At 
this moment I do not recall just how the Inter- 
national Lessons Committee can promote the work 
which has been assumed by the World's Association. 
I will, however, venture to make a suggestion in 
this connection. I very much wish that this 
Committee would take into consideration the advisa- 
bility of enlarging its membership by adding a 
member or two from the Continent, and from other 
parts of the world that are now earnestly engaged in 
Sunday School work, certainly to a degree far beyond 
what they were doing when this Committee was first 
organised." 

Mr. E. K. WARREN: "Just a word in addition 
It was demonstrated, both at the Jerusalem and 
Eome Conventions, that the Sunday School forces 
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of the world were a wonderful medium by which 
the missionary force of the Church might be greatly 
strengthened. I think the suggestion made by 
Mr. Johnson with reference to a World's Missionary 
Sunday would be a very valuable one indeed, if it 
could be brought about. 

"I would also like to add that you might do 
valuable service in that direction, if you considered 
the feasibility of changing the title of the lessons 
from ' International ' to the ' World's Sunday School 
Lessons.' " 

Mr. W. H. GKOSEK: "Perhaps at this stage it 
might be well that I read a paragraph or two from 
a letter received from Mr. Lehmann, of Cassel, who 
writes in the name of the Bible Schools of Germany, 
members of the Tract Distributing Society in Castile, 
and also in the name of the German delegation 
assembled at Home. The first and second heads 
deal with the adoption of a larger number of 
festivals of the Church, and the next deals with the 
undesirability of having so many Temperance lessons, 
etc., but the next paragraph says, ' In order to help 
to remove the hindering impression that Sunday 
Schools are only an Anglo-American institution, 
and in order to bring the great idea of the World's 
Sunday School Association to bear upon the lesson 
plan, we ask you to consider the advisability of 
adding one or two German Sunday School men to 
the members of the Lessons Committee.'" 
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Dr. EOWLAKD : " If we admit members from 
Germany, we shall have to do so from all other 
countries." 

Prof. PKICE : " Bef erring to the suggestion of Mr. 
Johnson for using Sunday Schools more pointedly 
for the emphasising of missionary work, I would 
like to say that I was present at the Conference of 
the American Editorial Association a year ago this 
month at Winona Lake. The Editorial Association 
then spent one or two sessions discussing this very 
question : ' What can the Sunday School lessons do 
for missions?' And the final conclusion of that 
Conference was, that every lesson that could be 
adapted, or from which a lesson could be drawn for 
emphasising missionary work, should be so used. 
And the editors agreed that they would do that. 
Bather than insert lessons for distinctly missionary 
purposes, it was agreed that every lesson that could 
be so used should be adapted by the lesson writers 
in preparing notes for teachers." 

i 

Dr. SCHAUFFLEK : " I have always felt that it is 
the policy of this Committee to resist special 
Sundays, because we have trouble now with the 
lessons on Temperance, and there are other and 
strong organisations trying to get our steamer to 
tow them. If you get a steamer with power, there 
will always be a lot of people who want you to tow 
them, and if you do not tow them they will curse 
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you. If we do tow, we shall make no progress. 
During each six years' cycle we have the Acts of 
the Apostles given to us where we can emphasise 
very heavily the missionary work. When we have 
such opportunities, I, for one, should not yet be 
willing to devote one extra Sunday a year to the 
missionary lesson. I hold to the same opinion in 
regard to Humane Sunday, Patriotic Sunday, Bible 
Sunday, Purity Sunday, and every other special 
Sunday." 

The question was then dropped. 

ENLAKGING THE LESSONS COMMITTEE. 

Dr. BAILEY: "I feel that I may say as 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, that the 
whole International System of Lessons would be 
stronger if there was a German member. I think 
there should be a representative from France and 
Scotland. I submit for your consideration a plan 
by which the larger countries could be represented 
France, Germany, and Scotland. In India we 
have a representative, I understand. I could wish 
that these countries could be brought into closer 
contact with this Committee." 

Dr. EEXFOKD : " This seems to be the legitimate 
work of the British section. This organisation 
began hi the United States. It was soon recognised 
that it was desirable to have their neighbours linked 
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with them, and they therefore invited Canada to 
join with them in this work, and representatives 
from Canada on the lesson were provided. The 
work is being extended in Mexico under the direc- 
tion of the Association. I have no doubt that in 
due course we shall have representatives of the 
Lessons Committee from Mexico. The American 
section will no doubt charge itself with the 
responsibility of seeing that, as matters develop, 
proper representation, as far as it is safe, shall 
be given to those sections. On the same principle, 
I may say if there is to be a development on the 
Continent, that the matter comes under the purview 
of the British section of the Lesson Committee. 
Speaking frankly, I would like to have with us 
members of the Established Church in this country, 
and I have the hope that we shall have certain 
sections, at least, of that great body co-operating 
heartily, at some future time, in connection with the 
work here." 

Prof. S. W. GEBEN : " I should like to know what 
this membership would mean. I notice that in 
every one of the drafts of outline lessons is a note 
that answers must be sent to them at a certain 
date. Over what area are those drafts sent 
out ? ". 

Dr. SCHAUFFLER: "They are sent all over the 
United States. I send to your Secretary, Mr. Groser. 
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I send to missionaries in the foreign field, to forty 
lesson writers in India, to New Zealand, Australia, 
and Cape Colony." 

Prof. S. "W. G-KEEN: "Membership of that kind, 
involving the sending of lessons and indicating 
criticism is easy, but if you add to this the direct 
work of drafting these lessons, there would be 
serious difficulties." 

Mr. C. WATEKS : " I do not think it very difficult, 
Mr. Chairman, in regard to the Continent of Europe 
anyway. If the British section were understood to 
be empowered here, or after correspondence with 
the American section, to appoint members of the 
Lessons Committee in such countries of Europe as 
they might deem to be desirable, they could consider 
the matter." 

Dr. EOWLAND : " Could they be corresponding 
members, and not executive members ? " 

Mr. G-EOSER: "There would be no difficulty as to 
the appointment of additional members, whether 
we call them corresponding or not, if it were under- 
stood that they are not to be summoned from the 
Continent to attend our meetings. I think it would 
be a very good thing if we could secure corresponding 
members from the Continent." 
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JOINT CONFERENCES A G-ENEROUS OFFER. 

Mr. HARTSHORN: "How soon, in the ordinary 
course of events, will the next outline of lessons be 
ready to send over to America ? Will it be before 
the next annual meeting of the Committee?" 



Dr. SCHAUFFLER: "It ought to be before that. 

>U 

1908." 



It ought to reach us before the first of June 



Mr. HARTSHORN: "I am intensely interested in 
the relations and the results of this Conference I 
can understand, and so can you better than I, what 
it would mean if, after the American section has 
considered this outline and are ready to report, 
instead of reporting in writing, two or three of the 
American members of the American Committee 
could come to London and hold a final meeting over 
the report of these lessons. I am ready to say to 
you, brethren, that if such a plan can be arranged, 
I will guarantee that the money for the coming of 
those three members of the Lessons Committee shall 
be furnished, so that instead of submitting the 
matter by correspondence which is so unsatisfactory, 
it shall be presented and discussed by the three 
members of the American Section in your presence 
in London." 

Dr. EOWLAND : " I think it would be an admirable 
thing, and it is a very generous offer." 
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Mr. HAETSHORN: "Before the matter is settled, 
you shall have a Conference similar to this with 
three members of the American Section." 

Dr. EOWLAND : " I understand it then, that the 
method will be this : the English section will prepare 
the rough draft of the whole cycle, and some of the 
details of the first year, and that will be sent over 
to the American section. Then you will send back 
your criticisms, not in correspondence, but in the 
hands of three representatives. I think we all 
appreciate the kindness and generosity of Mr. 
Hartshorn's suggestion." 

Mr. HARTSHORN : " May I say just one word more in 
regard to the American brethren coming to England. 
It is suggested that it will cost no more to bring 
three English brethren to Am erica than it will to 
bring three American brethren over here. Now, 
if the American section of the Committee will invite 
three members of the British section to meet with 
them, send the bill to me, and it shall be answered. 
If you meet in Boston, I shall claim the privilege of 
entertaining the three English brethren." 

Dr. KOWLAND: "I am sure we are very much 
obliged for that generous invitation." 

Mr. W. H. GROSER: "I beg, Mr. Chairman, to 
move a resolution for which I desire the special 
attention of the British members 
8 
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"'That the members of the British section 
of the International Lessons Committee here 
present, cannot allow the meetings of this 
Conference to close without giving expression 
of their appreciation of the unfailing courtesy, 
patience, and sympathy with which the Amer- 
ican delegates have received and considered 
the various suggestions submitted to them. To 
this undoubtedly are due, in large measure, 
the unity of spirit and harmony of sentiment 
which have characterised the proceedings of 
the Conference, the results of which, it may 
be confidently hoped, under the guidance of 
the Divine Spirit, will be attended with large 
and permanent profit, not only to the Sunday 
Schools of America and Great Britain, but 
also to those of the whole world.' 

"I beg, sir, very cordially to move this resol- 
ution." 

Mr. BELSEY: "I can only say that my highest 
anticipations have been more than realised. We 
never had a more delightful and satisfactory 
interview with brethren engaged in the same work 
in any land, and especially in America. I wish, with 
a very great deal of hearty appreciation, to second 
Mr. G-roser's motion." 

Prof. PKICE : " I also have a resolution to move 
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for which I invite the special attention of the 
American section 

"'We, members of the American section 
of the International Lessons Committee, and 
the Executive Committee of the World's 
Sunday School Association, wish to express 
our profound gratitude to our English brethren 
for the delightful Christian fellowship, kindly 
spirit, and gracious hospitality which we have 
enjoyed during the days of this Conference, 
and pray God that the outcome of our 
deliberations may largely extend and magnify 
the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ. 3 " 

Dr. EEXFORD : " I have been associated for a 
number of years with the work of this Committee, 
and have met many tunes in the United States 
and Canada, and looked forward with special 
interest to this Conference, when we should meet 
face to face with the whole membership of the 
Committee, including the British and American 
sections. There was a feeling that by coming 
together face to face with those who were inti- 
mately associated with this work on the two sides 
of the Atlantic good results could not fail to follow. 
And, as has already been intimated, the results of 
our three days' association together have ex- 
ceeded our most sanguine hopes. Not that we think 
alike in everything. It would not be necessary for 
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us to come together if we could be sure beforehand 
that we all had the same opinion or took the same 
view. The strength and power of the Conference 
arise from the fact that, while holding different 
opinions and looking at things from different points 
of view, we have been able to agree to differ and 
to work together. I have, therefore, very great 
pleasure in seconding the motion by Prof. Price." 

Dr. SCHAUFFLER: "I take very much pleasure 
in moving a vote of thanks to the two Chairmen 
who have occupied the Chair, for their wisdom, 
patience, and tact in conducting and guiding the 
business of this Conference through the last three 
days." 

This was seconded by Prof. IKA M. PRICE, and 
carried. 

A similar vote was unanimously passed acknow- 
ledging the services of the two Secretaries, Dr. 
Schauffler and Mr. W. H. G-roser. 

Mr. HARTSHORN: "Just one word more, to the 
American section especially, and for the information 
of our British friends as well. This Conference 
has been made possible by the contributions of 
the American publishers, and I think it would be 
a fitting thing if this Conference should express 
its grateful appreciation of their gifts. If you will 
so act, I will prepare the resolution with care 
and see that it is properly presented to them." 
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The resolution was moved by Dr. KEXFOKD, 
seconded by the Eev. FEANK JOHNSON> and passed. 

Dr. EOWLAND: "We have all greatly enjoyed 
the very interesting Conferences in which we have 
taken part. I believe they have not only brought 
us together, but will bring together the great 
denominations which are engaged in the work of 
Sunday Schools. Although we as Christian workers 
may not leave behind us very much in the way of 
literature, it will be a great thing if we leave 
noble characters that we have helped to form. 
That is the sort of work I am sure it is our 
ambition to do. Let us thank God, brethren, for 
the happy, joyous time we have had, and still 
more for the spiritual results of our Conference, 
which I believe will be very far reaching in this 
country and in other lands." 

Dr. Eowland then closed the Conference with 
prayer. 
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1. That the International Lessons Committee undertakes 

to provide schemes of lessons for the whole range of 
Sunday School teaching, including Primary work 
(ages three to nine), General or Intermediate work 
(ages nine to fifteen), and Senior or Advanced work 
(over fifteen years). That the lesson for the General 
or Intermediate Division shall be uniform, and that 
Primary and Advanced Lessons may be prepared by 
the American and British Sections of the Lessons 
Committee jointly or independently, but with a 
view to securing uniformity as soon as possible. 

2. That in the preparation of each cycle of lessons, the 

interests both of Biblical scholarship and practical 
efficiency be duly recognised. 

3. That in the compilation of such lessons the method 

and progress of Divine revelation should be kept in 
view. 

4. That we commend the principle of affording oppor- 

tunity, as far as practicable, for the consecutive 
study of (a) separate books and (&) definite periods 
of Sacred History. 

5. That the Poetical and Prophetical books of the Old 

Testament and the Epistles of the New Testament 
should be used when possible in illustration of the 
contemporary history and its teaching. 

6. That the present cycle of six years be deemed of suitable 

length, as also the average proportion of New to Old 
Testament subjects, viz. 7 to 5 



7. It is suggested, however, that in the arrangement and 

length of the courses regard should be had to the 
respective requirements of the subject matter, and 
the Review Lesson be inserted at the most suitable 
point in each series, rather than always and 
arbitrarily on. the last Sunday of the quarter. 

And, further, that as the Review is intended rather to 
focus some main teaching of the series which it 
closes, than to recapitulate the whole, the Com- 
mittee should in future afford the guidance of a 
definite title to each Review and of illustrative 
Scripture. 

A Preview Lesson may at times be usefully prescribed, 
to be dealt with similarly by the Committee. 

8. This Conference, believing that it would be helpful to 

prepare International Lessons for Senior Classes 
which shall include instruction on the progress of 
Revealed Truth, and on Christian Doctrine and 
Ethics, and the simpler aspects of Christian Apolo- 
getics, also some connected view of the Bible as 
a whole and in its several divisions, hereby requests 
the British Section to prepare schemes of this 
character. 

9. That the British Section of the Lessons Committee be 

requested to prepare a three years' Primary Course 
to cover the ages six to nine. 

10. That the Committee be requested to prepare a list of 

texts, which shall be chosen in the first instance for 
their intrinsic value, and that from these, so far as 
possible, the "Golden Texts" shall be selected, to 
emphasise and enforce the central truth contained 
in the portion of Scripture to be studied. 

11. That the British Section of the Lessons Committee be 

requested to prepare a general scheme for the lessons 
of 1912-1917 inclusive, and a detailed list of the 
lessons for 1912. 

12. That the American Section of the Lesson Committee 

prepare the detail outline of lessons for 1911. 
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THE BIBLE AND THE BLACKBOARD. 
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the Use of Coloured Chalks. Second Edition. Post 8vo, 
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TURE EMBLEMS. 
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Post 8vo, cloth, Is. 6d. net. 
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For Ministers, Sunday School Teachers, and others. By 
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TALKS UPON LITTLE THINGS. 
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cloth boards, Is. 6d. 
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BIBLE TEACHING BY MODERN METHODS. 

By R. F. HORTON, D.D., Principal GARVIE, D.D., and others. 
Edited by the Rev. FRANK JOHNSON. Second Edition. 
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Cloth boards, Is. net. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

By G. HAMILTON ABCHIBALD, Extension Lecturer of Sunday 
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recommend it, and will be of untold benefit. Here we learn how to do it." 
Baptist Magazine. 
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BIBLE LESSONS FOR LITTLE BEGINNERS. 

Arranged for Children up to six years of age, according to the 
Plan (Beginners' Course) issued by the American Section of 
the International Lessons Committee. By GKO. H. ARCHIBALD, 
Extension Lecturer to the Sunday School Union Teachers' 
Training CoUege. Third Edition. 2s. 6d. 

Bible Lessons for Little Beginners. 

(Second Year.) 2s. 6d. 

" For a teacher who wants to learn the secret of keeping the attention of 
little children, I do not know a better book." Free Church, Magazine. 
4 ' The lessons are simply delightful." Sunday School Times. 

By G. HAMILTON ARCHIBALD. 

THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT. 

With numerous Diagrams and Maps. Crown 8vo, cloth 
boards, Is. 6d. net. 

THE POWER OF PLAY. 

A Discussion on the Power of Play in Child Culture. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 

By ETHEL J. ARCHIBALD. 

THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

With Illustrations. Second Edition. Cloth boards, Is. 6d. 
net. 

57 and 59 Ludgate Hill, London, E.G. 
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THE POINT OF CONTACT IN TEACHING. 

By PATTERSON DU Bois. Cloth boards, Is. 6d. net. 

" Sunday School teachers who are willing to take a little trouble to do their 
work with intelligence and success, could not do better than lay to heart 
these sensible hints." Glasgow Herald. 

OUTLINES FOR MY CLASS. 

Sketches of Bible Lessons for the different grades in a Sunday 
School. By W. H. G-ROSER, B.Sc., Author of the Sunday 
School Teachers' Manual, etc. Crown 8vo, cloth, Is. 6d. net. 

" In a book like this, teachers will find just the kind of help they need, 
presented in interesting form by one who knows exactly how the work should 
be done, and the way to go about it." Midland Free Press. 

THE SUNDAY SCHQOL TEACHERS' MANUAL ; 

or, The Principles and Methods of Instruction as applied to 
Sunday School Work. By W. H. GROSER, B.Sc. (Hon. 
Literary Secretary, S.S. Union), Author of Trees and Plants 
of the Bible, The Young Ttacher, The Art of Picturing, etc. 
Twenty-fourth Edition, Revised by the Author. Crown 8vo, 
cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 

THE TEACHER'S RED BOOK. 

Brief Hints and Helpful Counsels for Sunday School Teachers. 
By F. F. BELSEY, J.P., Chairman of the Sunday School 
Union, Author of The Sunday School Red Book, etc. 32mo, 
red leather, with clasp, Is. net. 

LITERATURE AS AN AID TO TEACHING. 

With a List of Books, forming a " Guide to Reading " in 
History, Biography, Fiction, Essays, Poetry, Religion, and 
Philosophy. By ALAN NORTHMAN. Is. net. 

" It contains much sensible advice on reading in the small space of sixty 
slender pages. The remarks on book-buying and what constitutes a library 
are far wiser than those uttered by certain learned and stereotyped persons." 
Evening Standard and St. James's Gazette. 
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Edited by Rev. W. MOWAT, M.A. Cloth boards, Is. 

[Neio and Revised Edition. 

57 and 59 Ludgate Hill, London, E.G. 



From the Sunday School Union Catalogue. 

BOOKS FOR TEACHERS. 



THE BUSY MAN'S BIBLE, AND HOW TO 
STUDY IT. 

By GEORGE W. CABLE. Cloth boards, gilt top, Is. 

[Second Edition. 
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By ROBERT MACKINTOSH, D.D., Author of Christ and the 
Jewish Law, etc. Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. [Third Edition. 

HARMONY OF THE FOUR GOSPELS. 

With the Contents of each Gospel in Books, Parts, and 
Divisions. By Professor GODWIN. Paper covers, 6d. 

PRACTICAL PRIMARY PLANS FOR PRIMARY 
TEACHERS OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

By ISRAEL P. BLACK. With an Appendix containing a List 
of Helpful Books and Appliances. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 

[Second Edition. 

THE SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS' HANDBOOK; 

or, The Principles and Practice of Teaching. With Special 
Reference to the Sabbath School. By THOMAS MORRISON, 
M.A., LL.D., Principal, Free Church Training College, 
Glasgow. Post 8vo, 192 pp., 2s. [Ninth Edition. 

SERVICE AND INSPIRATION. 

A Series of Addresses to Sunday School Teachers. By 
ALEXANDER SMELLIE, M.A. Royal 18mo, cloth, 2s. net. 

[Second Edition. 

THE TEACHER AND THE CLASS. 

A Series of Articles by Dean FARRAR, Dr. STALKER, Dr. F. 
HORTON, SARAH G. STOCK, Dr. D. W. SIMON, and others. 
Padded paste grain, round corners, gilt edges, 3s. ; New 
Edition, cloth boards, Is. 6d. 

57 and 59 Ludgate Hill, London, E.G. 
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TEACHER'S COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF 
ST. MATTHEW. 

By Rev. R. GLOVER, D.D. Demy 8vo, cloth boards, red 
edges, 4s. 6d. 

TEACHER'S COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF 
ST. MARK. 

By Rev. R. GLOVER, D.D. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. {New Edition. 

A TREASURY OF WISDOM. 

By ALFRED SINDALL. Choice Extracts from many Authors, 
for the use of Speakers, Teachers, and others. Cloth boards, 
2s. "6d. net. 

. " This is the right kind of anthology, for it has not been made in a hurry, 
but has grown out of many years of quiet reading. The compiler bears an 
honoured name in the Sunday School world, but the fine literary sense and 
the devout spirit which inform the modest volume will commend it to a far 
wider audience." Daily Chronicle. 

A POPULAR HANDBOOK OF CHRISTIAN 
EVIDENCES. 

By JOHN KENNEDY, M. A., D.D. Part I., Theism and Related 
Subjects. Paper covers, Is. ; cloth, Is. 6d. [Ninth Edition. 

A POPULAR HANDBOOK OF CHRISTIAN 
EVIDENCES. 

By JOHN KENNEDY, M.A., D.D. Part II., Christ and Chris- 
tianity. Paper covers, Is. 6d. ; cloth, 2s. [Thirteenth Edition. 

A POPULAR HANDBOOK OF CHRISTIAN 
EVIDENCES. 

By JOHN KENNEDY, M.A., D.D. Part III., The Divine Book; 
or, The Supernatural in the Bible its own Witness, with 
especial reference to the Old Testament. Cloth, 2s. ; paper 
covers, Is. 6d. The Three Parts bound in One Volume, 
cloth boards, 3s. 6d. [Sixth Edition. 

CRUDEN'S CONCORDANCE TO THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. 

Small Edition. Edited by Prof. EADIE. Cloth boards, 3s. 6d. 
57 and 59 Ludgate Hill, London, E.G. 
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SUMDAY SCHOOL HYMNARY. 

Edited by CAREY BONNER. 



OVER 600 HYMNS AND TUNES. 

366th Thousand Now on Sale. 
Adopted by every Up-to-Date School in the Country. 

THE GUARDIAN says :- 

" This is essentially a ' children's own ' Hymn book. The 
selection of both words and music has been skilfully accom- 
plished, and the book, which is admirably printed and bound, 
does credit to the care and enthusiasm of its editor and its 
publishers." 

DUNDEE ADVERTISER t- 

" The best writers and composers of recent years are in 
evidence." 

THE SPEAKER :- 

" The editor has chosen hymns which young people can sing 
with sincerity." 

THE SCOTSMAN :- 

"Scottish hymns have not been neglected." 

EXPOSITORY TIMES .'- 

"At last the children have come to their own in hymn 
books." 



The NEW SYLLABUS fully describes the Hymnary. 
Send Postcard for Copy at once. 



PRICES 

Words 3d., 4d., 6d., Is., Is. 6d., 2s. 

Words. Special Edition, in Large Type . . .Is. 6d. 
Music. In both Notations 2s. 6d., 3s., 4s., 7s., 8s., 10s. 6d, 

The Names of Schools can be printed on Covers of Words for 2s* 
the first hundred, and Is, per hundred afterwards. 
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SUNDAY SONGS FOR LITTLE 

SINGERS. 

Being a Collection of Action Songs, Nature Songs, Hymns 
of Praise, etc., for the Kindergarten Department. 

Edited by CAREY BONNER. 

With an Introduction by GEO. HAMILTON ARCHIBALD. 
IN BOTH NOTATIONS. PRICE ONE SHILLING. 



A Primary Department Teacher writes : 

" I am writing to thank you for the arrangement, classification, 
and adaptation of ' Sunday Songs for Little Singers.' They are so 
chaste in words, tune, and harmony that I have fallen quite in love 
with them, and feel we owe you a debt of gratitude. 

" I am by choice of work a teacher of the younger children, and 
have now been so for nearly sixty years. 

" The tunes are lovely. I am not a good musician, but I can feel 
music when it is good." 

The Chairman of the Manchester Sunday School 
Union Seaside Home writes: 

" I have recently visited our Seaside Holiday Home at St. Anne's, 
and was much interested in the possibilities of music and song, also 
the importance of the exercises being made easy and bright. I was 
glad to find that the matrons had made themselves familiar with the 
new work by the Rev. Carey Bonner, entitled ' Sunday Songs for 
Little Singers.' They seem quite delighted at the pros- 
pect of interesting their little charges in these valuable 
exercises. 

"What a boon it would be to use these action songs on rainy 
days, also on winter evenings, and how much the children in our 
Convalescent and Holiday Homes might be benefited and blessed 
thereby." 

A well-known Missionary in India writes: 

"I am delighted with the book of 'Sunday Songs for Little 
Singers.' It is the best thing of the kind ever brought out." 
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